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Inside this Issue

We are pleased to send you Part 1 of Cadmus Journal Volume 2 Issue 4. The articles in 
this issue examine the political, economic, social, educational and ecological dimensions 
of transition to a new human-centered paradigm as discussed during the conference at 
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University last November and on the agenda for upcoming 
conferences in Kiev, Baku and Gainesville in April-May 2015.

We hope you enjoy this Part.

The Editors
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Ten Points on New Paradigms*

Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
Chairman of the Senate of Kazakhstan;

Fellow, World Academy of Art & Science

Contemporary challenges create the need for a new paradigm of global development. This 
is why Kazakhstan wants to tackle this problem. President Nursultan Nazarbayev launch ed 
the G-Global initiative that aims at uniting efforts of the international community to establish 
just and secure world order.

This initiative offers an absolutely new form of global discussion. There is no doubt 
about the accomplishments of the elite G8 and G20 groups. We believe that the world should 
listen to the views of other countries and hear their proposals on current development. In 
our opinion such redistribution of global roles is more consistent with the principles of 
democracy, inclusive responsibility, and pays due regard to the needs of a multipolar world.

The G-Global project envisages open dialogue of the community of nations willing 
to make a worthy input for the promotion of stability and sustainable development of 
humankind. This means that the principles of equality and mutual respect must prevail in 
international relations.

It is our firm belief that while overcoming the Cold War stereotypes, we can steer the 
economy out of the vicious cycle of crises and recessions by fostering trust based on global 
interaction and enhancing multilateral cooperation.

The main principles of the world order in the 21st century set out in the G-Global initiative 
will build a solid foundation of a cohesive multipolar world.

Expectations that the world would become a safer place to live in at the end of the Cold 
War have melted away. The world community is jam-packed with new threats to global secu-
rity whereas international relations are strained to the point that reasonable concerns about 
the return to the Cold War have emerged.

The 21st century is yet again witnessing political and economic instability, regional 
conflicts, extremism, terrorism and organized crime. The world is still jeopardized by the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the resumption of high-tech arms race. 
Social and demographic problems are significantly growing in number: widening gap 
between rich and poor countries, rising migration flows, overpopulation on Earth, pandemic 
diseases, mounting hunger and fresh water shortage. Morals and ethics are eroding; globali-
zation is amplifying the risk of ideological, cultural and religious conflicts. Anthropogenic 

* Keynote address at Conference on New paradigm of Sustainable Human Development: G-Global – a new form of global dialogue, Al-Farabi Kazakh 
National University, Almaty, Kazakhstan, November 5-7, 2014 
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action has brought humankind to the line beyond which future existence of the human race 
may become questionable.

In view of these pressing challenges we should ponder over a paradigm shift to ensure 
sustainable human development and security.

First, it is necessary to adjust priorities concerning the very essence of economic activ-
ity. The ultimate goal of economic development is not only and not so much achieving 
quantitative growth but also tackling issues related to the quality of life, that is science, 
health, education and culture. Sustainable economic growth should be measured by tech-
nological efficiency and safety, high quality of goods and services, sound consumption 
standards and a resource friendly approach.

GDP per capita is not the only economic indicator of success. Wealth distribution, 
social wellbeing, compliance with international living standards, the rule of law and 
respect for human rights and freedoms should also be taken into account.

Second, it is essential to reassess environmental factors in a new paradigm of sustainable 
development.

60% of life-critical ecosystems on Earth are under the threat of destruction. Global 
warming caused by greenhouse effect resulting from anthropogenic activity may lead to uni-
versal catastrophes. Since 1980 the number of natural disasters has increased fivefold. Over 
the past 15 years overall damage has reached USD 100 billion.

Attempts to achieve economic growth by increasing natural resource consumption are 
eventually a dead end. Mankind uses natural resources 50% faster than they are renewed.

Environmental preservation and reproduction should be a prerequisite for sustain-
able human development.

Third, human capital plays a crucial role in sustainable development. Its potential 
depends on the quality of education, healthcare and social well-being.

In this regard the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals are extremely import-
ant. The MDGs have helped many countries, including Kazakhstan, to improve their quality 
indicators of development. Although not all goals would be achieved by 2015, the experience 
gained worldwide is indispensable to future sustainable human development. The Millen-
nium Development Goals Plus will be built on this experience.

Fourth, the widening gap between the rich and poor poses a major challenge to sus-
tainable development and undermines global stability.

According to Oxfam International, the 85 richest people on the planet own USD 1.7 tril-
lion, the wealth of half of the world’s population or the 3.6 billion poorest people.

The contrast between multibillionaires and people living on USD 1 a day or even less is a 
source of despair, hatred and radicalization in the latter group. Social stratification gives rise 
to public protests and may hinder world economic growth.
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Corruption corroding morality and undermining domestic security only aggravates 
social inequality. According to the Tax Justice Network, crooked business people working 
with corrupt officials have embezzled USD 30 trillion over the last 15 years ̶ or 40% of the 
world’s Gross Domestic Product. Between 2000 and 2011 USD 1.2 trillion ran from the 
European Union to secret offshore financial havens, while USD 4 trillion disappeared from 
China and USD 1 trillion from Russia.

The new concept of sustainable human development should outline measures to 
overcome this situation by bridging social inequality gaps at the global level.

Fifth, social inequality is deepening with the growth of world population which has 
reached 7.2 billion people and by 2100 will increase to 12.5 billion. Nowadays over 80% of 
the world’s population does not have enough food, jobs and appropriate living conditions.

Demographic growth provokes the threat of hunger that in turn requires a more 
rational use of agricultural resources.

The UN estimates that roughly one-third of the edible parts of food produced for human 
consumption gets lost or wasted globally, which is about 1.3 billion ton per year. It is an 
unaffordable luxury undermining global stability as almost one billion people on the planet 
are starving.

The unemployment problem has worsened with technological progress. According 
to the UN, in 2014 the number of unemployed climbed to more than 200 million people 
world wide; the number of working people earning less than USD 2 a day has grown to 840 
million people. Young people are increasingly confronting unemployment problems; nearly 
75 million people under the age of 24 years are unemployed. People looking for a job often 
have to migrate to other countries and the number of these persons is close to 235 million.

We also focus on the shortage of drinking water. The UN estimates that currently 750 
million people lack access to safe drinking water. Acute water shortage inflamed 37 interstate 
conflicts over the past 50 years. According to estimates, by 2030 water scarcity will deterio-
rate to the extent that social instability and armed conflicts may be sparked in some parts of 
the world. This problem is also relevant to our region.

Therefore, great attention must be paid to developing and poor countries provided 
that they will make efforts to embark on the path to sustainable development including 
economic reforms and transformation of political institutions.

Sixth, new approaches should be applied to the balance between national culture and 
universal values. Changes in the global way of thinking should take into consideration the 
diminishing Eurocentric influence and strengthening “non-Western” views. Asian cultural 
values became popular due to the rapid economic rise of Asia. The concept of a new world 
order should reflect the principles of cultural polycentricity bearing in mind the equal 
value of each culture to the world civilization.

A good example of this approach is Kazakhstan’s policy to ensure interethnic and inter-
faith peace and harmony underpinned by the principle of “unity in diversity”. On the initiative 
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of the country, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a 
resolution on the Interna tional Decade for the Rapprochement of 
Cultures (2013-2022).

Seventh, it seems necessary to reframe the paradigm of 
widespread competition that sets people, economies and coun-
tries against each other. We should rely on mutually beneficial 
cooperation on the basis of equality, mutual respect and 
teamwork for the common good. Even if this thesis may seem 
to be a utopian idea, the new view of competition as the engine 
of progress should also embrace interactive elements that will 
facilitate the harmonization of the modern world and reduce its 
turbulence.

In this regard integral developments are extremely important. As a strong supporter of 
international integration efforts, Kazakhstan proposed to establish the Eurasian Economic 
Union that can positively influence the international situation in the vast Eurasian continent.

Eighth, the sustainable development paradigm should include the creation of a 
new world order in view of existing and future security threats. Against the backdrop 
of geopolitical shifts from a unipolar world to a multipolar one the importance of regional 
organizations is growing.

The Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia initiated by 
Kazakhstan has become a tangible factor in global politics. The Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation plays a positive role in this initiative. The Collective Security Treaty Organization 
is gaining strength. Active involvement in these organizations aimed at strengthening their 
potential is in the national interests of our country.

We should be ready to upgrade a number of outdated provisions of the UN Charter while 
unconditionally maintaining the basic principles of international law. The fear of opening 
Pandora’s Box must give way to understanding and considering the new realities. Our world 
is constantly changing, yet the Charter has been frozen for 69 years since its adoption. At 
the same time we cannot cast doubt on the fact that the United Nations is indispensable as a 
universal organization.

One of the major concerns is the slowdown in negotiations in main areas of disarma-
ment be it cutting off the production of fissile materials, negative guarantees, preventing 
arms race in outer space, or general and complete disarmament. New threats and chal-
lenges should not overshadow disarmament problems. This is crucial to Kazakhstan which 
holds the leading position in this area, having closed down the nuclear test site on its territory 
and renounced its status as the world’s fourth largest nuclear arsenal.

Ninth, the new security paradigm should answer these questions: how to deal with terror-
ism and extremism, how to prevent the threat of civilizational faults and how to reduce the 
conflict potential in global politics.

“Our world is 
constantly chang
ing, yet the UN 
Charter has been 
frozen for 69 
years since its 
adoption.”
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The problem of religious extremism that puts international 
security in jeopardy is very acute. Jihadists aiming at establishing 
a global “Caliphate” clearly demonstrate the size of this peril. With 
available military equipment and funding, jihadists are making 
attempts to acquire weapons of mass destruction. These facts high-
light the need to strengthen the nuclear nonproliferation regime and 
to eliminate arsenals of chemical and bacteriological weapons as 
fast as possible.

The fight against extremism and terrorism must imply inter-
national military cooperation and preventive social measures. The 
growing popularity of jihadist ideas to establish a kind of “Islamic 
state” on the territory of a number of regions makes it evident that the ideology of mili-
tant intolerance resonates with young people in many countries. It is necessary to counter 
this “fire and sword” ideology with education and tangible steps to restore social justice, 
eradi cate poverty and strengthen confidence in a decent future.

It is vital to struggle against separatism which manifests in armed clashes and terror ist 
attacks. In terms of legal framework we should eliminate fundamental contradictions between 
the right of nations to self-determination and the principle of territorial integrity enshrined in 
the UN Charter. The world is mostly self-determined, therefore the priority should be given 
to the territorial integrity of states.

There is a need for eliminating the causes of separatism. No room should be left for 
ambiguity and double standards. Border delimitation treaties must be strictly adhered to. All 
countries should respect the constitutional order of other nations, especially neighboring ones 
and cooperate with them for the benefit of peace and security.

Tenth, sustainable development implies domestic stability. As history has shown, 
democracy has been a guarantee of stability. Yet, democratization is an evolutionary trend 
that can neither be artificially stepped up nor imposed. Historical experience, cultural 
traditions and national mentality of every country need to be taken into account. The recent 
developments in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and Egypt demonstrated that a very well-thought-
out approach, tolerance and political tact should be displayed in democracy building.

Many issues of sustainable development ought to be addressed both at the national and 
global levels. Unfortunately, we have not started witnessing this yet. Due to economic crises 
some countries are facing serious difficulties in the implementation of relevant programs. 
The UN Security Council is split by discord, impeding the ability of this vital UN body 
to deal with the most pressing issues of contemporaneity. This was the case with Syria. 
The Ukrainian crisis led to deteriorating international situation and sanctions standoff which 
damaged economies not even involved in the conflict. The interests of countries are infringed, 
but what is more important is that the life of the middle class which is the pillar of democracy 
is getting worse.

“Democratiza
tion is an evo
lutionary trend 
that can neither 
be artificially 
stepped up nor 
imposed.”



6 PB

Ten Points on New Paradigms Kassym-Jomart Tokayev

Being a part of the international community, Kazakhstan is interested in strengthening 
international cooperation to address global sustainable development. President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev outlined the country’s vision of long-term development in the Kazakhstan-2050 
strategy.*

The G-Global Initiative†

Nursultan Nazarbayev
President of Kazakhstan

The 21st century has given rise to numerous challenges to economy, environment, 
geo politics, natural resources and energy. The interdependence of political, financial and 
economic systems has resulted in the implications of local problems and actions of any 
country regardless of its size. Deep qualitative changes in the world development paradigm 
are needed to overcome these challenges.

Against this backdrop, Kazakhstan’s G-Global initiative is undoubtedly crucial. We have 
established a unique communication platform that generates new ideas and solutions. This 
project has been successfully implemented both at the regional and international levels. It has 
powerful intellectual potential of talented young people and representatives from the public 
and business sectors.

As a platform for international discussions, G-Global has been promoting innovative 
ways of efficient management and fostering harmonious and dynamic balance between 
people, resources and the environment. Our goal is to refine all major activities of humankind 
and to change the mentality of people.

* See “Address by the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Leader of the nation” http://www.consolatokazakhstan.venezia.it/wp-content/
uploads/2012/12/Poslanie-English.pdf

† Message delivered by Chairman Tokayev to participants of the Conference on New Paradigm of Sustainable Human Development G-Global – a new form 
of global dialogue, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Almaty, Kazakhstan, November 5-7, 2014.

http://www.consolatokazakhstan.venezia.it/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Poslanie-English.pdf
http://www.consolatokazakhstan.venezia.it/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Poslanie-English.pdf
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A New Beginning*

Federico Mayor
Chairman, Foundation for a Culture of Peace;

Fellow, World Academy of Art and Science

“I pretended not to know. / And now / my conscience / is without rest / night and day”.

Abstract
In the last few years, there has been an enormous decline on all fronts and in all areas. 
The world, Europe and Spain undoubtedly suffer its effects. Our political leaders have 
surrendered to the rules of the markets and obediently subjected our society to “austericide”, 
with profound negative social effects. The present economic guidelines don’t work and there 
is no end in sight to the widening inequalities originated by budget cuts.

Although it will require much effort, changing course is possible for the first time in history: 
in a short period of time human beings are experiencing an unprecedented transition: from 
invisible to visible, from anonymous spectators to identifiable protagonists. 

At present, thanks to modern communication and information technologies, the urban era is 
fast becoming the digital era. “We, the peoples…”, as the United Nations Charter so lucidly 
commences, may now become a reality for those who at last can take in their hands the reins 
of their common destiny.

It is intolerable that the values of the stock market have replaced ethical values. It is time to 
oppose neoliberalism and reestablish social justice, to eliminate groups of oligarchs (G-6, 
G-7, G-8… G-20) and re-found a strong United Nations System.

In the last few decades, women, with their inherent faculties, are rapidly increasing their 
role in decision-making. “The peoples” can express themselves freely and participate, with 
global consciousness, in building a culture of peace and non-violence worldwide.

The time of silence and submission are over.

A “new beginning” can now take place.

It’s true that in the last few years there has been an enormous decline on all fronts and in 
all areas. The world, including and not restricted to Europe and Spain, undoubtedly suffers 
from its effects. Our political leaders have surrendered to the rules of the markets and obe-
diently subjected our society to “austericide” (economic self-destruction). It is irrelevant that 
their formulas don’t work and that there’s no end in sight to their budget cuts. Spaniards are 
*Already published in the book REACCIONADOS Editorial (Madris: Aguilar, 2015)
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now “cheaper” than a majority of Europeans. With the worsening of our standard of living 
we have become (paradoxically) more submissive, accepting whatever is imposed on us. But 
not all of us are compliant; a new type of citizen power is emerging. It is so strong that it pro-
vokes much fear among members of the “establishment.” Perfectly aware of what this means, 
they are attempting to stop this trend by any and all means at their disposal. 

And the fact is that the changes are significant. Real possibilities are opening up. It is 
time for a federation, a relationship between states, nations and communities, to weave a new 
tapestry of a reconciled mankind that lives in harmony and fraternally faces the great chal-
lenges of a future that may still be bright. But this will require taking measures with much 
foresight and moral integrity.

A federation in Europe and Spain and genuine democracy in particular are in contrast to 
the current system that has reached abominable limits, especially since the mid-1990s. Many 
facts are coming to light that justify citizens’ discontent and their total lack of confidence in 
political leaders. Social measures and those that encourage endogenous talent and capabili-
ties such as the Dependent Persons Act or support for R&D and innovation and cooperation 
have quickly been replaced with austerity measures decreed by the markets, while we bewil-
deredly observe how our Gross Domestic Product has increased by 0.85% with the addition 
of income from prostitution and drug trafficking. And many of the Members of Parliament 
mechanically offer their applause, being incapable of expressing dissent for rigid decisions 
taken by political forces shielded by an absolute majority, which prevents any new ideas or 
tendencies from taking hold.

And what is worse, and what will directly impact this future that requires and is already 
requiring a different frame of mind and attitudes toward others, is an educational system 
that is solely modeled from reports by economic institutions while it continues to ignore 
experience, the immense and unexplored treasure of thousands of national and international 
educators, teachers and scholars.

Changing course is possible, although it will require much effort. More is lost when 
we are swept along by the currents, by those that make so much effort to work against us, 
against the common good of all citizens. But there are reasons to believe that something is 
definitely changing. In a short period of time there has been an unprecedented transition from 
invisibility to visibility, from humans being anonymous spectators to becoming identifiable 
protagonists. A new beginning is now viable. 

1. Global Conscience
Physically and intellectually confined in very limited spaces for centuries, human beings 

were invisible, silent, obedient and fearful. They lived in such a restricted world that they 
barely knew what happened just twenty kilometers from their homes. Later, at the end of 
the 19th century, the transformation to an “industrial” civilization, very different from a rural 
society, prompted the migration of large populations to urban centers. At present, thanks to 
modern communication and information technologies, the urban era is fast becoming the 
digital era. Indeed, we are currently immersed in a process of “internetization”, so aptly 
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defined by John Palfrey in his article “The Web at 25: Looking Ahead to What Might Be”. 
In a very short timeframe we have reached a significant turning point that has progressively 
enabled many people to be able to express themselves, to know what is taking place around 
the globe in real time, and to have access to the lessons of yesterday and to the great issues 
and challenges of the world today.

All means are being used to delay the emergence of this new citizen power in deci sion-
making centers that to-date has been exclusively male dominated. “We, the peoples…”, as 
the United Nations Charter so lucidly commences, may now become a reality for those who 
at last can take in their hands the reins of their common destiny.

Since 1945, after President Roosevelt’s magnificent design of democratic multilateral
ism, “the peoples” have gradually been replaced exclusively by States, some of which have 
also replaced votes with vetoes, thus neutralizing the democratic nature of the United Nations 
system. Later, when international cooperation and global development led by the wealthier 
nations appeared to be the perfect solution for resolving the inequalities, insults to the human 
condition and countless military conflicts and confrontations, the “democratic principles” so 
carefully set forth in the UNESCO Constitution were replaced with the values of the mar-
ketplace and the United Nations with groups of plutocrats who, as was to be expected, have 
proven to be totally inept at managing problems at the global level.

They are now seeking to stop the emergence of citizen power, since digital technology 
is rapidly and progressively enabling not only instantaneous global intercommunication, but 
also makes expression of thoughts and feelings possible. This rapidly ensuing turning point is 
issuing in a new era of global coexistence, of accepting our immense cultural diversity and of 
recognizing the equal dignity of all human beings which is the cornerstone of Human Rights.

In an attempt to halt this force of renewal, the powers that control society seek to impose 
uniformity and distract us by broadcasting biased newscasts that distort our capacity to clearly 
discern what is happening, thus increasing our dissatisfaction with institutions that should be 
playing a fundamental role in the great transition which has now commenced, while many of 
the communications media — “their master’s voice”— unduly and fraudulently manipulate 
the information they disseminate.

Professor María Novo* has rightly said that the greatest problem of our time is “TDU” 
(“they’re distracting us”). Obsessive and excessive membership in sports clubs (especially 

* María Novo is UNESCO Professor of Environmental Education and Sustainable Development at the UNED (Universidad Nacional de Educación a 
Distancia), Spain’s distance learning university

“Inertia is a great obstacle to evolution. The only thing that 
separates “evolution” from “revolution” is an “r”, the “r” of 
responsibility.”
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football), flooding all types of print and audiovisual media with trivial news about sports or 
any other topic that makes us forget the hard realities of life, presently prevents many people, 
who have become simple passive spectators, from working toward the true fulfillment of 
their responsibilities as free citizens. According to Article 1 of the UNESCO Constitution, 
educated people are those who are “free and responsible”, those who act upon their own 
reflections and never in response to the dictates of others.

Perhaps they may be able to delay the people’s “taking possession” of this new citizen 
power, but it won’t be long before it is “the peoples” who, endowed with a global con-
science, will finally impose genuine democracy, the only context in which full compliance 
with Human Rights can be achieved and the urgent radical changes that are needed may be 
put into practice.

Inertia is a great obstacle to evolution. Instead of accepting and even promoting neces-
sary changes while preserving timeless principles, people who cling to their privileges in the 
belief that nothing can beat the “good old days” seek to postpone the historic moments that 
lie on the horizon. I like to repeat that the only thing that separates “evolution” from “revolu-
tion” is an “r”, the “r” of responsibility.

What is indisputable is that the time for silence is over. The “outraged” — those who fol-
lowed two young ninetysomethings, the Frenchman Stéphane Hessel and the Spaniard José 
Luis Sampedro — sent us a message from Madrid’s Puerta de Sol, a message of peaceful but 
determined involvement of citizens and their mobilization. It appeared to have “faded”, but a 
“new beginning” is germinating, in the words of the Earth Charter.

On several occasions I have described how much I was impressed by the silence of the 
silenced, especially on my first visit to the Soviet Union in 1961. They didn’t express them-
selves because they couldn’t. Later, with time, I realized that the problem doesn’t lie with the 
silenced, but rather with the silent. And I wrote Crime of Silence. Martin Luther King was 
right when he affirmed, “History will have to record that the greatest tragedy of this period 
was not the strident clamor of the bad people, but the appalling silence of the good people”. 
The voices so long overdue but unable to speak will now be heard; they will now ring forth 
to the ends of the earth… until all bonds restraining them are broken.

2. Citizen Power
Since the 15-M Movement, the Spanish, especially young people, progressively began to 

recognize their capacity to freely express themselves. As a part of their global conscience, the 
traditional powers have already known and feared that citizens’ full commitment to change 
is only a matter of time. The reason of force will soon begin to be replaced by the force of 
reason. Intellectuals, scientists, educators, artists, that is, creative people will take the lead in 
a great mobilization of citizens that will reestablish the democratic principles which the neo-
liberals replaced with the laws of the marketplace, and the United Nations will be re-founded 
with the personal, financial and technical means required to rapidly establish the basis for 
global governance.
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Civil society, now aware and capable of expressing itself, cannot tolerate even for one 
more minute the fact that each day thousands of persons, the majority of whom are children 
under five years of age, die of hunger and neglect in a genocide of immense proportions while 
at the same time over 3 billion dollars are invested daily in weapons and military spending. 
According to a recent study by Oxfam, 85 individuals possess more wealth than half of the 
world’s population (3,300 million human beings), which is intolerable. It is also intolerable 
that “security” and “welfare” are enjoyed by fewer than 20% of the world’s inhabitants, 
with the other 80% surviving in progressive gradients of scarcity, reaching levels of extreme 
poverty that threaten their very lives.

It is intolerable to continue living with the threat of nuclear war, with this sword of 
Damocles that darkens the horizons of our common destiny.

It is intolerable to see how the habitability of earth and conditions for life with dignity are 
ignored when it has been scientifically demonstrated that the conditions of our environment 
depend directly on human activity (Anthropocene). Mankind cannot leave the future gen-
erations a house that is “dilapidated and cold”. It’s intolerable that the wealthy nations fail to 
contribute to the development of the less wealthy ones that they are simply content to exploit. 

In summary, it is intolerable that the values of the stock market have replaced ethical 
values to the point of shamelessly appointing governments without holding elections in Italy 
and Greece, the cradles of democracy, and without any reaction on the part of European 
countries that were subjected to the reins of absolute economic power…

The foregoing are merely examples of the notorious efforts being made to enable citizen 
power to commence a new era. Likewise are the efforts to prevent that from occurring. But it 
will be in vain. The great transition from force to words has begun.

3. Women, Cornerstones of the New Era
President Nelson Mandela, a symbol of the unexpected, a prisoner who liberated his 

captors, told me one evening in Pretoria in 1996 that the transition from a culture of imposi-
tion, domination, violence and war, to a culture of encounter, dialogue, conciliation, alliance 
and peace could not be achieved unless a large percentage of women were included in deci-
sion-making processes. When, usually for dynastic reasons, women previously achieved 
power, they logically imitated men, the only example they had to follow when exercising 
that power.

After that interview, we conducted a study at UNESCO to evaluate the participation of 
women in decisionmaking at different levels. It was not even five percent. That meant 95% 
of decisions were being taken by men. Fifteen years later the percentage of women’s partici-
pation rate in decision-making is around 15%. It is clear that there is still much progress to be 
made, but it’s also true that in a very few years there have been changes that hadn’t occurred 
in centuries. There are now many fully qualified women on the edges of power, who are 
hopefully making it possible for the rest to reach the state foreseen by President Mandela 
within the next few decades.
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In the buildings of tomorrow, women will be the cornerstones. Women, with their inher-
ent respect for life, and who hesitate before resorting to force. Women who certainly don’t 
imitate men.

In summary, we are on the verge of great transformations on a global scale. 

4. Today’s Impossibles, Tomorrow’s Possibles
Global conscience, the capacity for expression, and gender 

balance enable us to reexamine problems that were previously 
thought to have no solution. Today there are many impossibles 
that will be possible tomorrow because a profound knowledge 
of reality — and thus the ability to make profound changes — 
and the capacity for citizen participation will enable us to live 
within a genuinely democratic framework. It is necessary to have 
a true knowledge of reality without being influenced solely by 
newscasts that highlight the unusual and narrate extraordinary 
and exceptional events. In consequence, the necessary analy-
ses must be made to enable us to adopt the right measures in 
time. As is the case with any pathology and with natural events, any potentially irreversi-
ble phenomenon requires that measures be taken before reaching the point of no return.

This is another requirement that citizen power should bear in mind from this moment 
forward: especially when dealing with potentially irreversible matters, timely action is man-
datory. It is time for action. It is time to ascertain exactly who is responsible for the world’s 
present situation to preclude their continuing to exercise influence and preventing the ade-
quate formulas for treatment from being applied.

5. Systemic Crisis. Solutions (Democracy at All Levels; Federations)
One matter that must be made very clear is the definitive demise of the neoliberal capital

ist system that has been incapable of applying corrective measures when warranted. In the 
early 1990s I wrote, “A system that was based on equality but had forsaken freedom has col-
lapsed, giving way to systems of public liberties in States that had previously belonged to the 
Soviet Union. Likewise, the alternative system based on freedom but one that has never taken 
into account equality must now learn the lessons that the fall of the Berlin Wall symbolizes”. 
But that didn’t happen. On the contrary, neoliberalism has led humanity to an economy based 
on speculation, delocalization of production and war.

The repeated failure of attempts to achieve democratic multilateralism (the League of 
Nations in 1919 and the United Nations in 1945) is due to the excessive influence of the 
Republican Party in the United States at the national and international levels. There are 
other examples too: the United States is the only country that has not signed the conventions 
on the Rights of the Child (1989), or the International Criminal Court (1998). In 1993, the 
Repub lican Party that was already manipulating for its own use and pleasure the International 

“Neoliberalism 
has led humani
ty to an economy 
based on specula
tion, delocaliza
tion of produc
tion and war.”
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Monetary Fund and the World Bank (which had lost from its original name “for Reconstruc-
tion and Development”) directly added the World Trade Organization, placing it outside of 
the scope of the United Nations.

Neoliberalism is also responsible for the delocalization of pro-
duction, the result of “greed and irresponsibility”, in the words of 
President Obama. Indeed, China, previously a great communist 
country, is presently a huge capitalist power and has ceased to 
be the “world’s factory” to become a “factory for the world”. In 
effect, not long ago China’s investments in R&D and innovation 
surpassed those of the European Union. The country’s competi-
tive capacity has increased immensely. If we add to this the fact 
that the countries that should demand a minimum of compliance 
with Human Rights, commencing with working conditions, 
have excluded the possibility of applying universal jurisdic-
tion to China, the situation becomes even more complicated.

The 2003 invasion of Iraq based on manipulation and lies and without the approval of the 
Security Council is another of the recent excesses committed by the Republican Party and 
it is thus essential that citizen power takes note of what its priorities should be in the near 
future. Such conflicts are not only the “adversaries” of the Democrats in the United States. 
They are the principal opponents of the other world of which we all dream.

Faced with progressive ethical, social, economic and environmental damage and the 
decline of humanity as a whole, the moment has undoubtedly arrived to rapidly implement 
profound transformations. In 1989 when everything pointed to peace, when everything 
pointed to change, with Presidents Mandela and Gorbachev and the culmination of the peace 
processes in Mozambique and El Salvador, those changes couldn’t be made because at that 
time citizen power didn’t yet exist.

Is Europe still a vantage point, a catalyst? Unfortunately, the markets prevailed and start-
ing from the roof down, the European Union created a monetary union without previously 
creating an economic and, above all, a political union. This “Europe”, deprived of its ethical 
foundations — so beautifully expressed, I may add, in its 2000 Charter of Fundamental 
Rights — has progressively deteriorated into its present state of confusion. Action must be 
taken quickly. So many wrong turns, so many adverse tendencies must be rapidly reversed. 

It is clear that the force of Europe is not a Europe of force, but a Europe of Human Rights, 
democratic multilateralism, principles, international cooperation, cultural diversity and pro-
spective vision.

Instead of serving as a watchtower and a symbol of pluralism and public liberties, instead 
of symbolizing for the world the dignity of all human beings (proclaimed at the beginning 
of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights), the European Union has become the Europe of 
markets, of extremists (Le Pen at the forefront in France, of what should have never been), 

“It is time to op
pose neoliberalism 
and reestablish 
social justice; to 
eliminate groups 
of oligarchs and 
refound a strong 
United Nations.”
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of xenophobes, nationalists and secessionists. And when what 
was most needed was citizens of the world, the projection from 
Europe of a new international order, a rapprochement between 
Ukraine and Russia (instead of pushing her further to the east), 
building solid bridges with Turkey. The markets have invaded 
everything.

It is time to oppose neoliberalism and reestablish social 
justice; to eliminate groups of oligarchs and re-found a strong 
United Nations, with weighted votes but without vetoes, with a General Assembly elec-
ting 50% of its representatives from civil society and with both an Environmental and a 
Socio-economic Security Council in addition to its present one. The time has come to govern 
globalization at the dawn of the digital era. The time has come to stop the “ecocide” and 
fulfill our duties to future generations. 

It’s time to fully integrate India and China within the institutions of the United Nations, 
ready to face truly complex situations but supported, for the first time in history, by this 
“popular outcry” that should and can establish, from the bottom to the top, the course of these 
new times.

It is clear that rapid decisive changes are required. In the areas mentioned, federation, 
relations between States, nations and communities. Guided by the overall perspective gleaned 
from the vantage point of UNESCO over several years, in my blog, articles in the press, con-
ferences and contributions in various publications I have insisted on drawing attention to 
the conceptual changes that are so essential and so urgent for achieving democracy at the 
international, regional, national and personal levels. I don’t believe there is any other alter-
native: democracy vs. the dictatorship of economic power and the concentration of all types 
of resources and power in a very few hands. I have already mentioned the “great domin ion”. 
The only alternative, which had already been offered in 1945, is “the peoples”. “We, the 
peoples have resolved to save the succeeding generations from the scourge of war”… 

This is the solution: the peoples, building peace, the future generations. Rapidly convert
ing the immense excessive amounts invested daily in military spending into the resources 
needed to build peace, safeguard the environment and achieve global sustainable and human 
development. Now is the time to combine our efforts and join our arms and hands in favor of 
a rapid transition from an economy based on force, imposition and the dominance of a few to 
an economy of global development. That great turning point to which I have already referred, 
from force to words.

In the words of Amin Maalouf,* “Unprecedented situations require unprecedented solu-
tions”. I believe we should bear this in mind when preparing our roadmaps for the future.

6. New Points of Reference and Meanings
• Employment and jobs. In the digital era work should be the protagonist, along with 

*Amin Maalouf is a Lebanese writer who publishes in French and a 2010 recipient of The Prince of Asturias Award for Letters.

“Unprecedented 
situations require 
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– Amin Maalouf
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personal dedication and productive activities, vs. the immense possibilities afforded by 
automation and robotics. This alters present concepts of working hours and traditional 
employment, making working schedules, forms and activities more flexible, which will 
also allow full incorporation of women into the workforce without the barriers that still 
exist in that regard. 

• Distinction between information and knowledge. Between knowledge and wisdom. We 
are inundated with information, but it is essential to allot time for reflection, to absorb 
the knowledge that will result in innovation, in inventions. “Research,” said Professor 
Hans Krebs,* “is observing what others observe and to think what nobody has thought”. 
The distinctive capacity of each human being, that creative power, must from now on 
be used progressively to draw a new world design. One that distinguishes between 
knowledge and wisdom, one that distinguishes the who from the how… 

• Longevity, one of the pillars of the future that has yet to be written, is a fundamental 
aspect of this new design. As mentioned previously, today we have the immense benefit 
of experience that was often lost too soon before. In the words of an African proverb, 
“when an old man dies, a library is burned.”

• The educated, those who are “free and responsible”. We must take into account this 
view of the educational process, a process that lasts a lifetime, when designing the 
future that, at the dawning of this new century and millennium, is now finally within 
the scope of citizen action.

• Learning the lessons of the “emerging nations”. In 1997 I wrote, “Sap rises from 
the South”. For centuries Latin America and Africa have first depended on and later 
looked permanently toward Europe, toward the West. We should all now learn from 
the lessons, initiatives and ways of countries that have rebelled against the exclusively 
mercantile models imposed on them and from which they are now progressively being 
freed.

• It is still today. It is essential to take action to avoid reaching what in many cases may 
become an irreversible situation, or at least to lessen their effects with the appropriate 
measures. Tomorrow is Always Late was the title I chose for one of my books in 1988. 
I must insist that now is the time for action because the majority of the diagnoses have 
already been made and it is presently urgent to apply the appropriate treatments. And 
to do so in time.

• The feasible and the admissible. Knowledge is always positive but how it is applied 
may not be. It may even be perverse. Thus it is necessary to know how to distinguish 
knowledge, which is always liberating, from erroneous ways in which it is applied.

Our greatest hope is the distinctive capacity of the human race that enables us to devise, 
invent and to think outside the box, in unexpected ways. The unexpected is our hope.

* German biochemist and winner of the 1953 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine.
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7. Urgent Radical Changes

“I’m writing from a shipwreck… / for what we have destroyed / especially in our-
selves... / … but I’m also writing from life, / I’m writing of a world to come”.

– José Ángel Valente

In 2000 in my book Un mundo nuevo I published four great contracts that, in my opinion, 
are capable of putting us back on course at the dawning of this new century and millennium. 
They include: a new social contract, a new environmental contract, a new cultural contract 
and a new ethical contract. Only by making fundamental values, democratic principles and 
essential ethical values the focus of our daily behavior will we be able to bring together the 
infinite diversity — to achieve the uniqueness — that characterizes all human beings. For 
that reason they are considered “universal values”. This is the only way for achieving the 
beginning of a new era and peaceful and prosperous coexistence.

Based on experience, on decadeslong reflections during my lifetime, and based on the 
problems that the present situation poses, I am proposing remedies that must be applied 
urgently at the international, regional, national and local levels.

8. At the Global Level
• Dissolution of plutocratic groups and reestablishment (establishment) of an effective 

multilateral system.

• Reform of the United Nations, with the participation and representation set forth above, 
to provide it with the moral and functional authority that is so essential today.

• Putting an end to systemic crisis prompted by the Republicans in the United States who 
replaced democratic principles (justice, equality, freedom, solidarity) with the laws of 
the marketplace and multilateralism with groups of plutocrats, and whose resounding 
failure in their attempt to likewise replace the United Nations is there for all to see.

• Rapidly reduce the risk of reaching points of no return in environmental degradation 
resulting from human activity (Anthropocene), by adopting throughout the world 
and without exception or delay the measures that our responsibility toward future 
generations demands.

• Nuclear disarmament: This is extremely urgent and a great popular mobilization in 
cyberspace should foster the end of this terrible “Sword of Damocles”.

• An end to the supranational trafficking by mafias: trafficking in arms, drugs, people... 
Regulation of the sale and consumption of drugs whose extremely high price nevertheless 
is never a deterrent to use and, as is the case with alcohol and tobacco, in the future 
considering drug use which is essentially a health and not only a security problem. 

• Restructuring of economic systems, establishing global regulating mechanisms, 
elimination of tax havens without exception, and the transition from an economy of 
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speculation, delocalization of production and war to an economy of global sustainable 
development that would put an end to the exploitation, social inequalities, extreme 
poverty, death from starvation that cast a shadow over the dignity of the human species 
as a whole.

• Promote the effective and efficient functioning of “regional associations” such as the 
European Union, CELAC, OUA to thus facilitate world governance. 

9. At the European Level 
• Reform of the EU Treaties, strengthening the economic and political unions that were 

not defined prior to the monetary union.

• If less than 60% of the electorate in a given country votes in the European Parliamentary 
elections, those elected should not be allowed to take their seats in the European 
Parliament.

• Autonomy in security matters, withdrawing from NATO whose existence is no longer 
justified after the disbanding of the Warsaw Pact and costs Europe immense amount of 
money, also ceasing to acquire unnecessary and outdated military equipment.

• Balanced industrial relocalization. 

• Incentives for R&D and innovation. 

• Reasonable postponement of deadlines for reducing the deficit and regulation of 
financial flows. 

• Repositioning of democratic principles to guide the EU’s actions, promoting cultural, 
ethnic, ideological and religious pluralism as the basis for peaceful coexistence, 
placing social justice at the center of Community policies, and always safeguarding 
the necessary means for education, knowledge and health. Also through the necessary 
incentives, jobs for all, being aware of the impact that delocalization of production, 
automation, robotics and new information and communications technologies have on 
the labor market. 

Particularly urgent: genuine democracy at all levels. See the “Universal Declaration on 
Democracy” project that has earned the support of many prominent figures.* 

10. At the National Level (Spain)
• Urgent reform of the Electoral Law to cease to maintain the present incoherent situation, 

the sense of representative weakness of the will of all Spaniards.

• Reform of the Constitution (particularly Chapter 8), establishing a federal system and 
allowing broad autonomy. The Constitution should not only be calmly updated but it 
should also be seen as a solution, rather than a problem, as the Magna Carta of a State 

* See Proyecto DECLARACIÓN UNIVERSAL DE LA DEMOCRACIA http://www.fund-culturadepaz.org/democracia_esp.php

http://www.fund-culturadepaz.org/democracia_esp.php
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encompassing all Spaniards and with extensive powers of self-government and well-
established and generally-accepted common principles.

• Independence of the executive, legislative and judicial powers, establishing the 
necessary corrective mechanisms to safeguard the role of minorities and civil society 
in the event of an absolute parliamentary majority, and with impeccable respect for 
democratic processes. 

• Support for education, health and R&D and innovation as matters that should be placed 
above politics and that are presently being subjected to possibly irreversible budget 
cuts. 

• Judicious relocalization of foreign production. 

• Implementation of a project to promote tourism and residence in Spain, taking advantage 
of longevity and the unequaled human, cultural, climatic, natural and gastronomic 
features that the Peninsula and its two island chains have to offer.

• Promoting renewable energies. 

• Speedy and severe measures to penalize taxpayers’ lack of solidarity and tax evasion.

• Initiatives to promote self-employment and SMEs. 

• Given its special past history, mobilization of Spain’s capacity as a bridge with Africa, 
the Arab countries and certainly, with Latin America. 

These are some of the proposals that the majority of the world’s citizens must decidedly 
support, particularly those that involve personal behavior and world governance. In all cases 
they should be implemented democratically, listening to the voices of the people who now 
for the first time in history are able to freely express themselves.

As explained in my book La nueva página (1994), democracy is a culture, a way of con-
ducting oneself. With the ethical and social collapse of the West, it is essential to re-found 
the United Nations to enable the excellent concepts that Roosevelt designed in 1945 to be 
put into practice. Only then will it be possible to achieve the global and human development 
sought in the 1940s. Only then will the world’s priorities become the task and commitment 
of all. “Who, if not all of us?”

All of the dimensions and aspects of the economy must be subordinated to social justice, 
as we have firmly proclaimed in Article 11 of our draft Universal Declaration on Democracy.

11. A New Beginning
A new paradigm is needed in line with the proposals offered by Ivo Šlaus* and Garry 

Jacobs† of the World Academy of Art & Science. We must be very attentive to the major 

* Nuclear physicist, Honorary President of the World Academy of Art & Science

† Chief Executive Officer, World Academy of Art & Science
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guidelines that in a very few years should ensure the beginning of a new era, with the possi-
bilities that derive from humanity’s great transition from subjects to citizens.

“Be the change you wish to see.” Following this advice from Mahatma Gandhi, we must 
realize that all of the many transformations that are now necessary and urgent will not be 
gleaned from the great powers but rather from seeds sown one by one, day after day, by 
individual citizens who at last realize that their destiny is actually in their own hands. Each 
dawning is a personal occasion for a new beginning…

As the Earth Charter’s Preamble reads, “We stand at a critical moment in the Earth’s 
history, a time when humanity must choose its future…”. That’s how it begins. And it ends, 
“As never before in history, common destiny beckons us to seek a new beginning.” The Earth 
Charter is based on respect and care for the community of life; on integrity; on social and 
economic justice; on democracy, non-violence and peace, and in the end it shows us the most 
important steps to be taken on the road before us.

It may be one of the essential documents to inspire specific actions to enable this new 
beginning. A new start, in which all human beings are “free and responsible”. The intellec-
tual, scientific, academic and artistic communities, or any community with ideas, decency, 
heart and courage must join in and, as indicated previously, place themselves at the vanguard 
of the popular mobilization. For the first time it is possible, among all of us, to invent the 
future. Together we can illuminate the paths of tomorrow. As the Mayan Popol Vuh urges us, 
“Let us all rise, let no one be left behind”.

Author Contact Information
Email: fmayor@fund-culturadepaz.org
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Abstract
War and peace perpetually alternate. Peace is always seen as an endless project, even a 
dream, to be realised in brotherhood by everyone all over the earth. During the last centu-
ries, outstanding endeavours have been undertaken by the international community to create 
an international order free from wars through the strengthening of mechanisms aimed at 
promoting peaceful settlement of disputes. The UN Charter is the most solemn pact of peace 
in history, which lays down the necessary basic principles for an enduring peace, such as 
the full respect of fundamental rights. Today, in the context of the 70th Anniversary of the 
creation of the United Nations, the Human Rights Council should raise the voice of victims 
to strongly condemn war and to openly reiterate our inalienable right to live in a context 
in which war and conflict are progressively eliminated on earth through the promotion of 
mutual understanding, tolerance, respect for human rights and peaceful relationships.

1. Introduction
In its thirty-ninth session on 12 November 1984, the General Assembly adopted the 

Declaration of the Right of Peoples to Peace. The result of the vote was 92 to none and 
34 abstentions.* Twenty-nine States were absent from the vote† and two countries did not 
participate.‡ Resolution 39/11 was sponsored by 8 States.§

In general terms, most of the governmental representatives¶ who took the floor before the 
vote stated that the right of peoples to peace was implicitly recognised by the international 
community in accordance with the UN Charter. Other governmental delegations** stated that 

* Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Darussalam, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Denmark, Finland, France, Gabon, Germany, Federal Republic of 
Greece, Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Malawi, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Norway, Philippines, Portugal, 
Saint Christopher and Nevis, Senegal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom and United States

† Those absent include Iran, Israel, Morocco, Saudi Arabia and several developing countries

‡ Albania and Malaysia

§ Bulgaria, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, German Democratic Republic, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mongolia and Nicaragua

¶ Mongolia, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, German Democratic Republic, Bulgaria, Vietnam, Hungary, Poland, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Czechoslovakia, Cuba, India and Malaysia 

** Malaysia and Philippines.
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while peace is an indispensable condition of human survival, it cannot be peace at any price. 
Finally, another group of countries* stressed that the right of peoples to peace has no legal 
basis. 

The right of peoples to peace resolution contains four substantive sections: 1. The solemn 
proclamation that the peoples of our planet have a sacred right to peace; 2. The solemn 
declaration that the preservation of the right of peoples to peace and the promotion of its 
implementation constitute a fundamental obligation of each State; 3. The demand that the 
policies of States be directed towards the elimination of the threat of war, particularly nuclear 
war, the renunciation of the use of force in international relations and the settlement of inter-
national disputes by peaceful means on the basis of the Charter of the United Nations; 4. The 
supplication to all States and all international organizations to do their utmost in implement-
ing the right of peoples to peace.

Since 2008 the Human Rights Council (hereinafter HRC) has been working on the 
“Promotion of the right of peoples to peace” inspired by previous resolutions on this issue 
approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations and the former Commission on 
Human Rights, particularly the General Assembly resolution 39/11 of 12 November 1984, 
entitled “Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace” and the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration. 

On 17 June 2010, the HRC adopted resolution 14/3 on the right of peoples to peace, 
which explicitly requested the Advisory Committee, in consultation with Member States, 
civil society, academia and all relevant stakeholders, to prepare a draft declaration on the 
right of peoples to peace. In addition, this resolution called upon States and relevant United 
Nations bodies to promote the effective implementation of the Declaration and Programme 
of Action on a Culture of Peace. 

The Advisory Committee’s text identified, in cooperation with some civil society 
organi zations, the main elements which should be part of the future Declaration (including 
issues such as migrants, refugees, conscientious objection to military service, disarmament, 
environment, rights of victims, development and human security). The added value of the 
Advisory Committee’s text was to elaborate on a compilation about all linkages between the 
notion on peace and human rights, to mobilize civil society organizations and also to create 
the notion of the human right to peace by putting together all these elements in the form of a 
Declaration. Afterwards, Member States would make a global assessment about this text and 
eventually accept or reject it as a good and useful basis to continue the work on this topic. 

This paper will analyse the resolutions 20/15 and 23/16 by which the Council decided 
firstly to establish, and secondly to extend for the first time the mandate of the Open-Ended 
Working Group (hereinafter OEWG) aimed at progressively negotiating a draft United 
Nations declaration on the right to peace. The approach of the Chairperson-Rapporteur of 
the OEWG, the Deputy Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the United Nations in 
Geneva, will be taken into account. Resolution 27/17 by which the mandate of the OEWG 

* European Community 
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was again extended will also be studied. Finally, the importance of consensus, the three UN 
pillars and the added value of the future Declaration will be analyzed. 

2. Open-Ended Working Group
2.1 First Session 

On 5 July 2012, the HRC adopted resolution 20/15 on “The promotion of the right 
to peace”. The resolution established an Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) with the 
mandate of progressively negotiating a draft UN Declaration on the right to peace on the 
basis of the draft submitted by the Advisory Committee, and without prejudging relevant 
past, present and future views and proposals. The resolution was on the mandate to negotiate 
a text and not on the text itself, which was a different matter.

The OEWG held its first session in 2013 and following this session it concluded that there 
were some governmental delegations while other stakeholders that recognize the existence 
of the right to peace and other groups do not, arguing that peace is not a human right, but a 
consequence of the full implementation of all human rights.

In addition, the OEWG witnessed that the text presented by the Advisory Committee was 
not supported by Member States, even by those countries that actively support the process 
within the HRC. Cuba, Iran and Egypt pointed out that using undefined, ambiguous and 
un-grounded concepts that lack any consensus in international law is counter-productive 
and complicates the work entrusted with the working group.  Controversial issues should be 
excluded from the text, such as human security, conscientious objection to military service, 
peacekeeping, refugees and migrants, among others. Some proposed sections should be dis-
cussed in other specialized fora (i.e. disarmament). Sri Lanka added that the draft Declaration 
has attempted to “re-invent the wheel” by formulating new concepts and definitions, whereas 
it should be guided by international law, basing itself on the UN Charter. Singapore also indi-
cated that the thematic areas proposed seem to have been arbitrarily picked, as well as that 
the draft Declaration is philosophically and substantively problematic and is not conducive 
to a coherent and meaningful text.

Taking into account that the text prepared by the Advisory Committee in cooperation 
with some civil society organisations did not receive a general support by Member States, 
Indonesia stated that the last phrase of the resolution 20/15, which indicates “and without 
prejudging relevant past, present and future views and proposals,” opened the possibility to 
change it with new ideas and formulations. In addition, they added that a declaration should 
also be realistic, containing common denominators that are acceptable to all. 

2.2 Second Session
On 13 June 2013, the HRC adopted resolution 23/16 by which the HRC requested the 

Chairperson-Rapporteur of the working group to prepare a new text on the basis of the discus-
sions held during the first session of the working group and on the basis of the inter-sessional 
informal consultations to be held, and to present it prior to the second session of the working 
group for consideration and further discussion thereat. 
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The second session took place from 30 June to 4 July 2014 in Geneva. At the final meeting 
of this session, the OEWG, which is composed of representatives of States, civil society 
organizations and other stakeholders, acknowledged the constructive dialogue, broad partici-
pation and active engagement of governments, regional and political groups, civil society and 
relevant stakeholders, and took note of the input received from them and finally welcomed 
the approach put forward by the Chairperson-Rapporteur.*

One of the issues that the OEWG needed to consider was that during the drafting process 
within the Advisory Committee all the main elements identified by this UN body had previ-
ously been elaborated by Member States, international organizations and Non- Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs) in the Programmes of Action on Vienna and Culture of Peace. There 
was nothing new in the Advisory Committee’s text apart from a useful compilation of those 
elements of international law linked to peace. Consequently, taking into account that the right 
of people to peace and culture of peace are different sides of the same coin, the HRC should 
recuperate the spirit of the resolutions 14/3 of 2010 and 17/16 of 2011, which clearly invite 
all stakeholders to promote the effective implementation of the Declaration and Programme 
of Action on a Culture of Peace. 

With regard to the new text on the right to peace, it was felt that it is not necessary to 
re-draft a Declaration, which includes the same elements already elaborated in programmes 
of action previously adopted by consensus, such as the Advisory Committee had made in the 
past. This possible exercise would be a clear duplication of efforts and energy. In addition, 
as clearly explained, the Advisory Committee’s text was not accepted by Member States 
and consequently, the Chairperson-Rapporteur could not continue spinning on an approach, 
which had not received a general support, with the exception of some civil society organi-
zations. It should also be noted that as of today no State has resorted to go back to the text 
prepared by the Advisory Committee. They prefer a short and concise text in the line of the 
text elaborated by the Chairperson-Rapporteur. 

The Chairperson-Rapporteur decided to include in his text all the specific measures aimed 
at preserving the right of peoples to peace. Since 2008 the HRC has elaborated the following 
measures in all its resolutions: 1.The principles of the Charter of the United Nations, such as 
the peaceful settlement of disputes, international cooperation and the self-determination of 
peoples; 2. The elimination of the threat of war; 3. The three pillars of the United Nations (i.e. 
peace, human rights and development); 4. The eradication of poverty and promotion of sus-
tained economic growth, sustainable development and global prosperity for all; 5.The wide 
diffusion and promotion of education on peace and 6.The strengthening of the Declaration 
and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace.

In addition, his text was based on the relationship between the right to life and the three 
UN pillars, taking into account that the Declaration on the right of peoples to peace of 1984 
and the subsequent resolutions adopted by the HRC recognize that “life without war serves as 
the primary international prerequisite for the material well-being, development and progress 

* Report of the Open-ended Inter-Governmental Working Group on the Draft United Nations Declaration on the Right to Peace elaborated by Ambassador 
Christian Guillermet (Chairperson-Rapporteur), Doc. A/HRC/27/63, 4 July 2014, Conclusions
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of countries, and for the full implementation of the rights and fundamental human freedoms 
proclaimed by the United Nations”. 

2.3 Third Session
On 12 September 2014, the Chairperson-Rapporteur presented his report of the second 

session of the OEWG before the HRC. Ireland commended the diligent approach that the 
Chairperson-Rapporteur had taken in seeking to find text that would allow a declaration to 
be adopted by consensus. They also welcomed the fresh direction taken in the new draft and 
hoped that the future negotiations will continue down this path. 

In its resolution 27/17 of 2014, the HRC decided the OEWG would hold its third session 
for five working days in 2015 with the objective of finalizing the declaration. It further 
requested the Chairperson-Rapporteur to conduct informal consultations with Governments, 
regional groups and relevant stakeholders before the third session of the OEWG and to 
prepare a revised text on the basis of the discussions held during the first and second sessions 
of the OEWG. 

This previous resolution is not explicitly referring to the draft declaration on the right to 
peace elaborated by the Advisory Committee, because this text was categorically rejected by 
Member States in the first session of the OEWG. This resolution is a clear example of the 
decision taken by the Human Rights Council to not accept the Advisory Committee’s text as 
a basis for future negotiations. The community of States and an increasing number of civil 
society organizations had realized that there was a close linkage, even sometimes the repe-
tition, between the elements proposed by the Advisory Committee and the Programmes of 
Action on Vienna and a Culture of Peace. For this reason, no State claimed in the 27th session 
of the HRC to go back to the Advisory Committee’s text in order to avoid duplications.

As of 2013, most of the European and Western countries voted against the resolution, 
with the exception of Italy, Ireland and Romania, which abstained. This abstention does not 
mean that these countries implicitly support the notion of the right to peace, but they prefer 
to negotiate a balanced text which includes the positions of all Member States, those who 
believe in this right and those others who do not support this notion.

The third session will take place from 20-24 April 2015 at the Palais des Nations in 
Geneva. Eventually, the text should be adopted by the Human Rights Council in June 2015 
and the General Assembly in September-December 2015. 

Apart from recalling the measures identified by the Council for the promotion of the right 
of peoples to peace, the Chairperson-Rapporteur will again stress in his second text that the 
right to life has properly been characterized as the supreme human right, since without effec-
tive guarantee of this right, all other rights of the human being would be devoid of meaning. 
Since the right to life should not be narrowly interpreted, it has traditionally been linked to 
peace and security matters. As for the positional relationship between the right to life and 
peace, it appears to have been correctly stated in the Preamble to the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace, which 
recognize the inherent right to live in peace. 
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In preparation of the third session, on 30 January 2015, the Chairperson-Rapporteur 
convened an informal consultation at the Palais des Nations. The Secretariat circulated a 
preliminary invitation to all Permanent Missions and other stakeholders on 12 January 2015. 
The provisional agenda and the Chairperson’s comments and questions were circulated by 
the Secretariat on 23 January 2015. He raised the following questions, which were answered 
by some missions: elements of the Charter of the United Nations, the victim-centred approach 
to the notion, the principles of international law and State actions to promote the future text. 
All governmental delegations again supported the approach put forward by the Chairperson-
Rapporteur, in particular the transparency, consensus and inclusiveness of the process.

In particular, the Russian Federation stated that the second session identified clearly the 
points of divergence and convergence and that the third session should build on convergent 
issues. They considered the declaration as an expression of political will and not a legally 
binding document and thus would not expect any monitoring or follow-up mechanism. It 
should be based on the three pillars of peace, human rights and development.The United 
States of America appreciated the approach, in particular the consensus, and announced that 
they would continue to participate actively despite voting against the resolution setting up the 
WG. They wanted to focus its attention in those points of convergence among all different 
States. In addition, Algeria stressed that they did not want a ‘Christmas tree’ like the Advi-
sory Committee had made in the past.

In addition, the Chairperson-Rapporteur met on 26 February 2015 in the morning with 
UN entities based in Geneva on the premises of the Mission of Costa Rica. They made useful 
contributions in terms of text, but in particular they focused their attention on draft Article 3 
on the role of the UN entities and international organizations in the promotion of the future 
instrument. They considered that this Declaration contains all main elements and conse-
quently, it would be a very useful instrument to implement their peace-building programs in 
the field. 

The same day in the afternoon, the Chairperson-Rapporteur also met with NGOs at the 
Palais des Nations. He assured civil society organizations that he was listening very carefully 
to the proposals made by them and that he had identified some interesting points to be taken 
into consideration, such as the mention of the three Declarations (Right of Peoples to Peace, 
Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace and Principles on International Law concern ing 
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations). Other interesting elements were the Preamble of the UNESCO constitution; 
the issue of the eradication of poverty; the concept of eradication of inequality; the respect 
for life and practice of non-violence linked to education; the concept of peace infrastructures; 
violence, and the inherent right to life in peace. The Chair mentioned that there were also a 
number of elements raised during the last informal consultations by NGOs that he would like 
to take into account (disarmament, nuclear weapons, notion of democracy, issue of a moni-
toring mechanism, contentious objection, and environmental issues) which did not enjoy 
support by countries. 
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The Chair also stressed that most of the elements proposed 
by the Advisory Committee were not accepted even by those 
countries that support the initiative of the right to peace within 
the Human Rights Council. He again invited some NGOs to read 
both his report of the first session of the Working Group, which 
made a reading of the Advisory Committee text, and the state-
ments delivered by States to better understand which stage the 
process is in at the HRC now.

Afterwards, David Fernandez (Mission of Costa Rica) 
referred to resolution 14/3 adopted in 2010 which had requested 
the Advisory Committee to prepare a declaration of the right 
of peoples to peace and called upon States and relevant United 
Nations bodies to promote the effective implementation of the 
Declaration and Programme on a Culture of Peace. He stressed that the elements included in 
the Advisory Committee text had been previously elaborated by the Programme of Action 
on Culture of Peace (i.e. migrants, refugees, disarmament, environment, rights of victims, 
economic rights…). Additionally, he pointed out that these elements were also included in the 
Programme of Action of Vienna. He recalled that since 2008 the HRC has elaborated some 
measures in all its resolutions aimed at promoting the right of peoples to peace. Finally, he 
stated that the main holders of the right of peoples to peace are States. Therefore, we need to 
go beyond by recognizing the victim approach of this notion without taking a step backwards.

3. Consensus in Action
Since the beginning of the negotiation process, the Chairperson-Rapporteur has always 

repeated that the work of the OEWG should be based on the TICO approach, which means 
the process is based on transparency (T), inclusiveness (I), consensual decision making(C) 
and objectivity (O), and a little realism. In this context, realism means that the Chairper-
son-Rapporteur shall conduct the negotiations by taking into consideration not his personal 
opinion on this topic, but the inputs received by the main drivers of the process – States 
– and other stakeholders – UN entities, international organizations and civil society. This 
consensual approach always needs specific diplomatic skills to identify a solution that is 
agreeable to a core set of delegates and then bring others into that group. 

Consensus is a process of non-violent conflict resolution. In this type of process, every-
one works together to make the best possible decision for the group. All concerns are raised 
and addressed, until all voices are heard. Since proposals are not the property of the presenter, 
a solution can be made cooperatively. Reaching consensus on a proposal does not mean 
that everyone is in agreement. It only means that all important concerns raised have been 
addressed, and unresolved concerns are at a low enough level that everyone feels that the 
goals of the group are being furthered by the proposal. 

Consensus decision making is a creative and dynamic way of reaching agreement between 
all members of a group. Instead of simply voting for an item and having the majority of 

“Consensus is nei
ther compromise 
nor unanimity; it 
aims to go further 
by weaving to
gether everyone’s 
best ideas and key 
concerns.”
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the group getting their way, a group using consensus is committed to finding solutions that 
everyone actively supports, or at least can live with. Consensus is neither compromise nor 
unanimity; it aims to go further by weaving together everyone’s best ideas and key concerns. 
At the heart of consensus is a respectful dialogue between equals. Consensus is looking for 
‘win-win’ solutions that are acceptable to all, with the direct benefit that everyone agrees 
with the final decision, resulting in a greater commitment to actually turning it into reality.

In the disarmament affairs all resolutions are adopted by consensus. In addition, the con-
vention on cluster munitions and landmines operates through the rule of consensus among all 
countries. The World Health Organization, the International Labour Organization, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World Trade Organiza-
tion, among others, also operate on the unwritten rule of consensus. The Security Council is 
actually divided on just a limited number of issues; 92 percent of their resolutions operate by 
consensus. The majority of resolutions (such as 81 percent) adopted by the Human Rights 
Council in each session are also adopted by consensus. 

It follows that consensus is the norm and tendency not only in international relations, but 
in the United Nations as well. In international relations, States cede part of their sovereignty 
on the condition that their individual voice should be heard. In general terms, the United 
Nations does not work like a national or regional parliament in which some political parties 
impose their will by using the majority of votes. For important matters affecting the life of 
millions of people, the United Nations, including its multiple entities and bodies, works on 
the basis of multilateralism with the purpose of reaching important consensual decisions. 

On the basis of the UN spirit and multilateralism, the Chairperson-Rapporteur gives to 
the notion of consensus an important protagonism. Therefore, he gives all stakeholders a 
solemn call to help guide themselves in this process by recognizing the supreme impor-
tance of practicing tolerance, dialogue and cooperation. To that end, the main priority in this 
process is to create a solid basis with the purpose of sparing future generations the scourge 
of war and ensuring the maintenance and perpetuation of humankind. This highest aspiration 
can only be realized if all Member States and other stakeholders operate by the unwritten UN 
rule and tendency of consensus and dialogue. 

4. The Three Pillars of the United Nations
On 26 March 2015 the Human Rights Council adopted by consensus in its 28th regular 

session under the leadership of the Russian Federation a presidential statement on the seven-
tieth anniversary of the end of the Second World War by which the “Council pays tribute to 
all victims….”, “…stresses that this historic event established the conditions for the creation 
of the United Nations, designed to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war….”, 
“…calls upon the States Member of the United Nations to unite their efforts in dealing with 
challenges and threats to international peace and security, with the United Nations playing 
a central role …” and finally “…underlines the progress made since the end of the Second 
World War in overcoming its legacy and promoting reconciliation, international and regional 
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cooperation and democratic values, human rights and fundamental freedoms, in particular 
through the United Nations …”.

Seventy years ago, the UN Charter established the three founding pillars of the United 
Nations: peace and security, human rights and development. Since 1945 these pillars have 
provided the framework for the United Nations to tackle important challenges. We cannot 
pick and choose which pillar the United Nations should support, nor can we focus on one to 
the detriment of the others. To do so would be to ignore the lessons of the past 70 years, and 
to invite future conflicts. 

On 21 August 2014, the General Assembly adopted the resolution 2171 by which it 
expressed “… its determination to pursue the objective of prevention of armed conflict as 
an integral part of its primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and 
security” (para.1) and called upon “…all States to intensify efforts to secure a world free of 
the scourge of war and conflict” (para. 2). In this resolution Member States also expressed 
their deepest concern about the high human cost and suffering caused by armed conflicts and 
also recognized that peace, security and development are mutually reinforcing, including in 
the prevention of armed conflict (preambular paragraph 12).

The resolution 60/251 on the Human Rights Council adopted by the General Assembly on 
15 March 2006 recognised in its preambular paragraph 6 that “peace and security, develop-
ment and human rights are the pillars of the United Nations system and the foundations for 
collective security and well-being, and recognizing that development, peace and security and 
human rights are interlinked and mutually reinforcing.”

The three UN pillars have been recognised by the Human Rights Council as a fundamen-
tal element aimed to promoting the right of peoples to peace. In particular, resolutions 11/4 of 
2009, 14/3 of 2010 and 17/16 of 2011 have constantly been stressed in its operative sections. 
They emphasize that peace and security, development and human rights are the pillars of the 
United Nations system and the foundations for collective security and well-being. Therefore, 
it follows that the three UN pillars are strongly linked to the issue of the right of peoples to 
peace. 

During the High Level Segment of the 28th session of the Human Rights Council held in 
March 2015, dignitaries recognised the centrality of the UN pillars in the work of the United 
Nations. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Slovakia stated that there are no prospects for 
peace and security without respect for basic human rights and fundamental freedoms. The 
Ministry of the Principality of Liechtenstein stressed that today there is a general agreement 
that human rights, development and peace and security are closely interlinked and therefore, 
the United Nations cannot achieve its mission with a severely underfunded pillar. In addition, 
the Vice-Minister of Japan highlighted that protection of human rights is one of the three 
pillars of the United Nations’ activities along with peace and security and development. All 
these ideas about the three UN pillars were also included in the statements delivered by the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs of Germany, Cameroon, El Salvador, Vietnam, Nepal, Burkina 
Faso, Sierra Leone and Romania. 
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5. The Future Declaration in Perspective
The future Declaration, which is being discussed within the Human Rights Council, shall help 
the UN entities, bodies, international humanitarian organizations and civil society, among 
other actors, to develop its programmes of peace building and reconciliation, as follows:

• It would help to achieve a coordinated response on a world-wide scale to those threats 
to human rights arising from the global interdependence of all individuals and nations;

• It would strengthen international cooperation, united interests and joint action in order 
to achieve its collective goals;

• It would provide a solid basis to elaborate progressively the Programme of Action on 
establishing a culture of peace;

• It would proclaim the universal principles developed under international human rights 
law (i.e. freedom from fear and want, equality and non-discrimination and justice and 
rule of law);

• It would recognize that the holistic concept of peace goes beyond the strict absence of 
armed conflicts (negative peace). Peace is also positive, since it is linked to the effective 
respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms without discrimination (civil, 
political, economic, social, cultural rights and the right to development);

• It would help to understand that the enjoyment of peace is both the precondition and the 
final purpose of international human rights law.

• It would assist States and International Organizations to focus on the development of 
the three pillars on which the Charter of the United Nations is based, namely: peace and 
security, human rights and development. 

6. Conclusions
The aspiration to create a society in which war plays little or no part in the life of our 

fellows has fired the human imagination throughout the history of humankind. The cham-
pions of peace have only obtained half-triumphs in their attempts at reaching a more peaceful 
world, because “peace has always conduced to a war”.1

The future Declaration to be elaborated by the Chairperson-Rapporteur will surely con-
tribute to the strengthening of international cooperation and multilateralism and will also 
influence the current objectives of the United Nations as a fundamental step towards the 
promotion of peace, tolerance, friendship and brotherhood among all peoples. Today the 
obligation of the international community is to hear the voice of victims, which strongly 
demands the right to live in a world free of wars and conflicts. 

This year the United Nations is commemorating the 70th anniversary of its inception. The 
most important message that should be given by the United Nations is the adoption by con-
sensus of a Declaration which takes into account all different positions, and above all pays 
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real tribute to all victims of war and conflict. The Declaration 
shall be an instrument aimed at raising the voice of the voiceless.

The future of peace deserves our efforts and imagination. For 
global problems affecting peace and stability, we need global 
solutions based on cooperation and multilateralism. For the main-
tenance and perpetuation of humankind, we need to concentrate 
our thoughts on the present and future generations. For the pro-
motion of agreements and dialogue, we need to liberate peace 
from the chains of war, incomprehension and hatred. Today our 
responsibility is to advance in the world peace agenda. 

Our children will always thank us for our compromise and engagement with this noble 
cause. Let us not fail in our attempt to make peace prevail over earth! Let us not close the 
door to our dreams and hopes of a better world! Let us not ignore our basic need to live in 
harmony and brotherhood! Let us make an effort to give peace a real chance….
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Annexure
[United Nations Declaration on the Right to Peace]

Preamble

The General Assembly
Art. 1 and 2 of the UN Charter
Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations

UDHR, UNGA Resolution 217 A (III), 10 December 1948; ICCPR, UNGA Resolution 2200A 
(XXI), 16 December 1966; ICESCR, UNGA Resolution 2200A (XXI), 16 December 1966
Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenants on 
Civil, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

UNGA Resolution 41/128 on Declaration on the Right to Development of 1986, UNGA 
Resolution 55/2 on Millennium Declaration of 2000 and Vienna Declaration and Programme 
of Action of 1993
Recalling the Declaration on the Right to Development, the Millennium Declaration, 
including the Millennium Development Goals and the Vienna Declaration and Programme 
of Action

Resolution 33/73 on Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace, 15 Decem-
ber 1978; Resolution 39/11 on Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace, 12 November 
1984 and Resolution 53/243 on Declaration and Programme of Action on Culture of Peace, 
13 September 1999
Mindful of the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace, the Declaration 
on the Right of Peoples to Peace and the Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture 
of Peace

UNGA resolution 25/2625, 24 October 1970
Recalling that the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Rela-
tions and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations 
recognised that friendly relations among nations are based on the respect for the principles 
of equal rights, self-determination of peoples, territorial integrity, political independence, 
international cooperation, peaceful settlement of disputes, sovereignty and non-interference 
in domestic jurisdiction of any State (notions included in the Declaration)

Art. I.2, UNGA resolution 49/60, 9 December 1994
Recalling that the Declaration on Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism recognised 
that acts, methods and practices of terrorism constitute a grave violation of the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations, which may pose a threat to international peace and security, 
jeopardize friendly relations among States, hinder international cooperation and aim at the 
destruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms and the democratic bases of society
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First Pillar: Peace and Security
Preamble, para. 1 and Art. 1.2 of the UN Charter
Recalling the determination of the peoples of the United Nations to practice tolerance and 
live together in peace with one another as good neighbors in order to save succeeding genera-
tions from the scourge of war, to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, and to promote 
social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom (Partially drafted on the basis of 
the inputs received at the 2nd session of the OEWG)

Preamble, paragraph 6, Resolution 60/251 on the Human Rights Council adopted by the 
General Assembly on 15 March 2006 and Art. 72, World Summit Outcome Document, Doc. 
60/1, General Assembly, 24 October 2005
Recalling that peace and security, development and human rights are the pillars of the United 
Nations system and the foundations for collective security and well-being, and recognizing that 
development, peace and security and human rights are interlinked and mutually reinforcing

Preamble, paragraph 4, Declaration on a Culture of Peace, 13 September 1999
Recognizing that peace is not only the absence of conflict, but also requires a positive, 
dynamic participatory process where dialogue is encouraged and conflicts are solved in a 
spirit of mutual understanding and cooperation.

Second Pillar: Human Rights
Preamble, paragraph 1, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948
Recalling also that the recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in 
the world, and that freedom, justice and peace are prerequisite for the enjoyment of dignity 
and of inalienable rights by all members of the human family

Preamble, paragraph 2, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948
Recalling that disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which 
have outraged the conscience of mankind

Art. 28, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 10 December 1948
Recalling in particular that everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which 
the rights and freedoms set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights can be fully 
realized
Part. I, Art. 5, Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action on Human Rights, 12 July 1993
Recalling that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interrelated, interdependent and 
mutually reinforcing, and that the international community should treat human rights in a fair 
and equal manner, on the same footing and with the same emphasis

Art. 5, paragraph f, Resolution 60/251 on the Human Rights Council adopted by the General 
Assembly, 15 March 2006



Giving Peace a Chance C. Guillermet-Fernández &  D. F. Puyana CADMUS Volume 2 - Issue 4, April 2015

32 33

Recalling that the United Nations contributes, through dialogue and cooperation, towards 
the prevention of human rights violations and abuses and prompt responses to human rights 
emergencies (Partially drafted on the basis of the inputs received at the 2nd session of the 
OEWG)

Third Pillar: Development
Art. 19, World Summit Outcome Document, Doc. 60/1, General Assembly, 24 October 2005
Recalling the world commitment to eradicate poverty and promote sustained economic 
growth, sustainable development and global prosperity for all and the need to reduce inequa-
lities within and among countries

Art. 74, World Summit Outcome Document, Doc. 60/1, General Assembly, 24 October 2005
Recalling the importance of prevention of armed conflict in accordance with the purposes 
and principles of the Charter and of the commitment to promote a culture of prevention of 
armed conflict as a means of effectively addressing the interconnected security and develop-
ment challenges faced by peoples throughout the world

Preamble, paragraph 12, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, 18 December 1979)
Recalling that the full and complete development of a country, the welfare of the world and 
the cause of peace require the maximum participation of women on equal terms with men in 
all fields

Peace Education and Culture of Peace
Preamble, paragraph 1, UNESCO Constitution, 16 November 1945
Recalling that since wars begin in the minds of human beings, it is in the minds of 
human beings that the defenses of peace must be constructed (This provision has par-
tially been cut and pasted. The notion of “men” has been replaced for “human beings”, 
in order to include a more neutral language and take into account the gender approach)

Art. 74, World Summit Outcome Document, Doc. 60/1, General Assembly, 24 October 2005
Recalling also that the wide diffusion of culture, and the education of humanity for justice 
and liberty and peace are indispensable to the dignity of human beings and constitute a sacred 
duty which all the nations must fulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern (This pro-
vision has partially been cut and pasted. The notion of “men” has been replaced for “human 
beings”, in order to include a more neutral language and take into account the gender approach)

Art. 1.A and 1.F, Declaration and Programme of Action on Culture of Peace, 13 September 
1999
Recalling that a culture of peace is a set of values, attitudes, traditions and modes of behav-
iour and ways of life based on, among others, respect for life, ending violence and promotion 
and practice of non-violence through education, dialogue and cooperation and the right to 
development
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Art. 34, Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action on Human Rights, 12 July 1993
Recalling that a culture of peace is greatly enhanced when Governments, the United Nations 
system as well as other multilateral organizations increase considerably the resources alloca-
ted to programmes aiming at the establishment and strengthening of national legislation, 
national institutions and related infrastructure, which uphold human rights awareness through 
training, teaching and education (This provision has partially been cut and pasted, by linking 
the notions of culture of peace and the role played by the United Nations and multilateral 
organizations)

Preamble, paragraph 7, Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, UNESCO, 2 Novem-
ber 2001
Recalling further that respect for the diversity of cultures, tolerance, dialogue and coopera tion, 
in a climate of mutual trust and understanding are among the best guarantees of international 
peace and security

Art. 1, Declaration of Principles on Tolerance, UNESCO, 16 November 1995
Recalling also that the tolerance is respect, acceptance and appreciation of the rich diversity 
of our world‘s cultures, our forms of expression and ways of being human, as well as a the 
virtue that makes peace possible and contributes to the promotion of a culture of peace

Art. 1, Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace –adopted in 1978 with 
two abstentions. On 12 December 2002, the UNGA adopted the resolution 42/91 “Imple-
mentation of the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace” without vote 
which invited “all States to guide themselves in their activities by principles enshrined in the 
Declaration aimed at establishing, maintaining and strengthening a just and durable peace 
for present and future generations”
Recalling that every nation and every human being, regardless of race, conscience, language 
or sex, has the inherent right to life in peace

Purposes of the Declaration: Elimination of the threat of war and 
responsibility of present generations
The first part of the paragraph is language proposed by the Chairperson-Rapporteur and 
the second one makes reference Art. 9.1 and 9.2, Declaration on the Responsibilities of the 
Present Generations Towards Future Generations, UNESCO, 12 November 1997
Inviting solemnly all stakeholders to guide themselves in their activities by recognizing the 
supreme importance of practicing tolerance, dialogue, cooperation and solidarity among all 
human beings, peoples and nations of the world as a means to promote peace through the 
realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, in particular the right to life, and 
dignity. To that end, the present generations should ensure that both they and future genera-
tions learn to live together in peace and brotherhood with the highest aspiration of sparing 
future generations the scourge of war and ensuring the maintenance and perpetuation of 
humankind:
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Article 1
Art. 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Art. 38 of the ASEAN Declaration on 
Human Rights and the three UN pillars
Everyone is entitled to enjoy peace and security, human rights and development.

Article 2
Inclusion of equality and non-discrimination, justice and rule, freedom from fear and want 
(Preamble, paragraph 2 and Art. 2 and 8, UDHR)
States should respect, implement and promote equality and non-discrimination, justice and 
the rule of law and guarantee freedom from fear and want as a means to build peace within 
and between societies.

Article 3
Language proposed by the Chairperson-Rapporteur after consulting UN entities and 
humanitarian organizations.
The United Nations and specialized agencies, as well as international, regional, national 
organizations and local organizations, including civil society, should take appropriate 
sustainable measures to act, support and assist in achieving the present Declaration.

Article 4
Principlepro homineorpro persona. Language proposed by the Chairperson-Rapporteur
Nothing in the present Declaration shall be construed as being contrary to the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations. The provisions included in this Declaration are to be 
understood in the line of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and relevant international and regional instruments ratified by States.
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The World is Helping Ukraine: 
Can Ukraine Help the World?
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President of Foundation Vidrodgenia (Geneva);
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Abstract
Because of the military aggression by Russia, Ukraine is in war, and is in a poor political, 
economic, social and ecological state. The world is helping Ukraine by condemning Russia’s 
actions, by imposing sanctions on Russia and by financially helping Ukraine. A majority 
of the countries in the world are however themselves in a very poor state, with dissatisfied 
people, because not all their human rights can be ascertained and because the relations 
between people, groups and countries are harshly competitive. 

When thousands of people manifesting against non-signature of the Treaty on Association 
with the EU and opting for European values were brutally attacked in Maidan, medical, psy-
chiatric, and educational services were created. These services were initiated by individual 
people, without any instructions, or any help from the government. They did it out of the 
sense of obligation towards their fellow countrymen. Competent people joined the initiators 
and no competitive services were created. 

Also, thousands of volunteers risking their lives went to fight against the Russian aggressors 
out of a sense of obligation towards their country. This is how “new Ukrainians” acted 
according to the new paradigm, out of a sense of obligation and in cooperation. This can 
inspire people in other countries to think and act to achieve the necessary new paradigm. 

After World War II the USA helped rebuild the world through the Marshall Plan. As 
chair of the United Nations Human Rights Commission, Eleanor Roosevelt was the driving 
force in creating the 1948 charter of liberties: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR). On 10 December 1948 the Universal Declaration was adopted by the General 
Assembly. Even though it was not legally binding, UDHR created big moral expectations. 
Some expectations were realized but difficulties emerged almost immediately. It was natu-
rally assumed that governments had the power and also the responsibility to guarantee the 
rights of their citizens. The governments became overburdened and unable to live up to the 
expectations of their citizens. It is now clear why.

The world then functioned on the basis of harsh competition between individuals, groups 
and countries. Within countries it was the more affluent members of the society who could 
ascertain their rights, like the access for their children to high quality education or the right to 
proper healthcare. This limited the ability of the majority of the population to ascertain similar 
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rights. A lot of dissatisfaction emerged with more criticisms of governments, making good 
governance more difficult, thereby increasing the competition for power within democratic 
countries.

Take the USA as an example. There is a small proportion of very rich people but nearly 
45.3 million people live below the poverty line.1 The difference between the rich and the poor 
is by far the greatest of the 20 developed countries. This difference has some very negative 
consequences: the state of health is by far the worst, the proportion of mentally ill is the 
highest, the cost of healthcare per person and the incidents of incarceration are by far the 
highest.2 This is well described in the book Ill Fares the Land by Tony Judt.3

Similar situations arose in relations between different countries. All democratic coun-
tries were “preaching” to poorer countries the need for adherence to the UDHR, yet they 
themselves made it more difficult for poor countries to guarantee the rights of their citizens. 
American, French and German companies obliged African countries to buy their manufac-
tured goods at high prices and to sell raw materials at high prices.4 These African countries 
remained poor, thus even in countries with reasonably honest governments it was impos-
sible to guarantee the most basic, vital rights for their citizens such as access to fresh water, 
primary education or any kind of healthcare.

According to orthodox economics, there has been a significant increase in GDP per capita 
in nearly all countries. The feeling of well-being, according to orthodox reasoning, has also 
increased. There is, however, no direct relation between increase in GDP and the feeling 
of well-being. In some countries, take Costa Rica for example, GDP per capita is low,5 the 
index of happiness is high (score of 7.3 out of ten, ranks 12th among 88 countries).6 In other 
countries in which there is a tremendous competition between people and companies, a lot of 
pressure is generated to perform better and better, the relation between high GDP and feeling 
of happiness is inversed. For instance, between the beginning of January 2008 and April 
2011, more than 60 France Télécom (now Orange) employees committed suicide.7

One can conclude, therefore, that the UDHR and harshly competitive relations have led 
to a win-lose situation with few winners and a majority of losers.

What the world needs is a shift to a new paradigm, i.e. a Universal Declaration of Human 
Obligations and change from competitive to cooperative relations.

How can Ukraine help the world make this shift?
Thanks to Maidan, to the young people mainly, and to Russian aggression, Ukraine 

transformed itself from a multi-ethnic country to a multi-ethnic patriotic political nation. This 
nation opted for European choice, European value of freedom, truth, liberties and dignity of 
the individual. Recently, Bishop Borys Gudziak, Founder and Former Rector of Ukrainian 
Catholic University (UCU) in Lviv, now in Paris, said: “the transformation of Ukraine 
remind ed Europeans of what their values are”. He added that “it was the students of UCU in 
Lviv that went on their Maidan before November 29 2013, and called upon the young people 
to do the same in Kyiv”.
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The above citation underlines the role the young generation has played in the transfor-
mation of the Ukrainian people. This implies that the transformation of the governance of 
Ukraine will also have to be carried out by young people.

What had started even before Maidan was a program called Young Generation Will Change 
Ukraine (YGWCU). Its mission is transformation of the structure of political power, eco-
nomic system, social and environmental policies without revolution. How is the program 
working? Young people, in the age of 20-35 with good education, knowledge of English and 
interested in doing something for Ukraine, form groups of seven people. Each group is com-
posed of people with different education, knowledge or interest in politics, economics, social 
sphere and the environment. They study six European countries which are effective with the 
following four characteristics:

• Full political freedoms (transparency and openness of government);
• Certain level of economic prosperity for the whole population;
• Social justice, especially in education, healthcare, employment, pension schemes;
• Symbiosis with the biosphere (nature, environment) rather than its exploitation, 

destruction, pollution.

Five states match the criteria mentioned above: Austria, Germany, Norway, Sweden and 
Switzerland. Poland is added to the list as a country which has most of the above men-
tioned characteristics and which passed through 3 stages of Transformation.8 Starting from 
changing its mentality during the Solidarnosc, then transformation of its economic system 
through shock therapy by Leszek Balcerowicz;9 and the last one ̶ political transformation 
while preparing for membership of Poland in the EU.

Each group in the program YGWCU decides which country it wants to explore. They 
first study all the facts on the Internet: the Constitution, the structure of the Parliament, the 
responsibilities of the Head of the State, of the Government and the role of the civil society. 
They then have a meeting with the Ambassador of the chosen country, ask questions, listen 
to suggestions. Following such a meeting, each group prepares a study trip to the chosen 
country through direct contacts with members of the Parliament, representatives of various 
ministries, of the political parties, some NGOs. Once they return to Ukraine, they write 
reports and publish articles, hold seminars and share with interested people what they have 
learned in the chosen country.

The clear purpose of the above is to select components for the architecture of future 
social political order of Ukraine which should have the four abovementioned characteristics. 
These young people continue on the road towards transformation of Ukraine in two different 
ways: some of them form groups and prepare themselves for the 2015 elections to city and 
regional councils, as sort of apprenticeship in the legislative process. Others will form groups 
according to professional criteria (finance, education, healthcare, environment) and will inte-
grate the executive branches of the government. After a few years, with hundreds of such 
young people having gone through the process, they will create a new political philosophy, 
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ideologies and plans of actions. Then, three new parties or one party with a large spectrum 
(socialist, centric and liberal) will emerge.

One part of participants of the program will go for election to the Parliament, where they 
are likely to be ideologically, programmatically and morally a majority. The other will hold 
higher positions of the executive branch of the government.

The program is working extremely well. 14 groups of seven people have completed the 
first phase in 2013, 23 in 2014 and 71 groups have registered for participation in 2015. It 
shows an amazing mobilization of young activists who are a moving force for socio-political 
changes.

When the brutal repression of people started in Maidan, another transformation of Ukrai-
nians took place: medical, psychiatric and educational services were created. These services 
were initiated by professionals in the respective fields without any orders from the state 
authorities or any assistance from them. They did it out of the sense of obligation towards 
their fellow countrymen, towards the country. Each of the people that launched the service 
was joined immediately by other qualified people, so they worked in cooperation. Moreover, 
there were no such parallel services created, there was no competition between them.

The above initiative confirmed the choice of European values, with one slight difference. 
The Ukrainians have acted, I emphasize, out of a sense of obligation and in cooperation 
rather than on order and in competition.

There is some similarity between the above and direct democracy as it functions in 
Switzerland. The Swiss Parliament elects seven people to become members of the Federal 
Council (the government) from five biggest parties.10 Members of the Federal Council are 
not spokesmen for their parties, yet they carry with them their parties’ ideologies. The deci-
sion-making process requires a consensus rather than a simple vote.11 Each of the members 
of the Council shares his or her concerns on the subjects they care about: representative of 
the socialist party will try to get some more money for education and healthcare, the liberal, 
some better conditions for enterprises, etc. In this way everyone gets something and there are 
no total losers.

Values and behavior exhibited in Maidan (a sense of obligation and cooperation), like the 
Swiss consensus, are important for the world to become healthier.

Another initiative strengthens the possibility for Ukraine to be able to help the world. In 
September 2013, in Ottawa, a meeting of the board of trustees of WAAS was held, followed 
by a joint conference with the Club of Rome. I had raised the issue, with my colleagues from 
the Academy, of the need for the Universal Declaration of Human Obligations (UDHO) 
and offered to prepare a proposed list of obligations. I produced the list with the help of 
Alexandra Telychko, my 23-years old Ukrainian assistant, in Geneva. .

In November 2013, a conference was held in Almaty (Kazakhstan), with participation 
of members of WAAS and the World University Consortium (a consortium that aims to 
promote development of accessible, affordable, quality higher education worldwide). Instead 
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of going to the conference to present the Proposed List of Obligations, I asked my assistant 
to do it in my place. 

There was yet another initiative. Two 22-year old participants of the YGWCU program 
studied the functioning of the General Assembly of the UN and suggested that Ukrainian 
delegation to the UN should include two representatives of the young generation. We advised 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to take the two young persons in question as official members 
of the delegation. This was done for the first time since the independence of Ukraine in 1991. 
One of the tasks for the young representatives was to prepare the ground for the presentation 
of the list of the UDHO when the General Assembly will discuss Millennium goals for 2015-
2025. Our two young delegates established good contacts with young delegates of other 
countries, to cooperate with them in proposing better youth policies and in promoting the 
adoption of the UDHO.

Few weeks ago, I received a letter from the Head of the Ukrainian delegation to the UN, 
saying that the two girls in question have been working most effectively in various commit-
tees and that the inclusion of representatives of young generation in the delegation should 
become normal practice.

When Ukraine becomes transformed, living and acting according to the New Paradigm 
will spread to the majority of the population, including the business and political sectors.

When the world shifts to the New Paradigm, a much greater proportion of its population 
will be able to enjoy the rights: as per UDHR, our heritage of values and philosophy from the 
constructive 40s of the past century.

To summarize, the world is not in a healthy state. It needs some help in healing itself, 
in revitalizing its values of freedom, dignity of individual supremacy of law, social justice 
(rather than focusing just on money). A shift from the win-lose mode to win-win game is 
necessary. We must act out of a sense of obligation in the spirit of cooperation.

Ukraine can be of help in the process because it has gone through a very painful process 
of recreating itself through a new birth, with values and behavior mentioned above, which 
could be useful for the world to emulate.

“A shift from the win-lose mode to win-win game is necessary. We 
must act out of a sense of obligation in the spirit of cooperation.”
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Proposed Declaration of Human Obligations*

1. Speak the truth, be honest, act according to moral ethical standards. 

2. Maintain your health in the best possible state in order not to burden the society with 
the cost of your healthcare. 

3. Learn, develop your talents, capabilities, competence throughout your life to be a 
productive member of the society. 

4. Treat others as you want others to treat you. 

5. Be a free person, i.e. the ultimate judge of what is true and what is not, what is good and 
what is bad, yet keep testing your judgment to make sure that it is in line with moral, 
ethical principles. 

6. Search for harmony between your private, professional, social lives, and as part of the 
community. 

7. While seeking to ascertain your rights, avoid constraining other members of the society 
to ascertain theirs. 

8. Solve as many problems, issues as possible at individual, family, community levels to 
lighten the burden and cost of governance. 

9. To family: 

• Cherish cultural heritage from your predecessors.
• Treat parents with love and respect, help them if needed.
• Deal with siblings as if they were your best friends.

10. To parents:

• Love your children, inculcate in them ethical moral values.
• Facilitate their education and development of their talents and personalities as free 

people.

11. To community:

• Relate to people and communities with respect and empathy.
• Help the community to be effective in supplying all services, such as primary 

education, healthcare, social services.
• Contribute to the well-being of all members of the community.
• While maintaining your identity, be consciously part of the whole world community.

12. To the environment:

• Use all resources sparingly, avoid pollution of the biosphere. Help preserve the 
biological and zoological diversity.

* Prepared by Prof. Bohdan Hawrylyshyn with the assistance of Alexandra Telychko, Junior Fellow, World Academy of Art & Science
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13. To your country:

• Obey the laws of the country.
• Help your country in line with your ability/capacity to maintain the priority of the 

common good: full political freedoms, a certain level of economic well-being of 
the whole population, social justice, healthy environment.

14. To future generations:

• Leave the physical environment in a better state than inherited: with enhanced 
cultural heritage, values, to enable future generations to be more effective in 
political, economic, social, cultural aspects of their societies.

15. To the world:

• Protect and promote resilience, creativity and equal opportunities for all.
• Be tolerant and respectful of all races, ethnics, religions, languages. 
• Learn some languages and at least basic things about other civilizations.
• Promote the understanding of the diversity of civilizations, their values, thus 

peaceful cooperation and fair trade.

Author Contact Information 
Email: bohdan@swissonline.ch
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Abstract
Global economic growth has undoubtedly produced enormous benefits for hundreds of 
millions of people in both developed and developing countries. But we are heading fast into 
a perfect storm of connected environmental, economic and social challenges. The issues 
confronting the world community today are more intense and threatening than those we 
have faced in the past. They are on an unprecedented scale, with truly global implications; 
they are evolving fast; they are essentially connected and systemic and they will behave, 
individually and together in non-linear ways. 

The world needs to stop looking backward. Since the 2008 financial crisis, we have wasted 
far too much energy trying to return to the days of rapid economic expansion. The flawed 
assumption that the post-crisis world‘s challenges were only temporary has underpinned 
policies that have yielded only lackluster recoveries, while failing to address core problems.

The post-crisis era is over, and the “post-post-crisis world“ is upon us. It is time to adopt a 
new framework of systemic solutions that promote shared prosperity within the global world 
of today and tomorrow.

The world today is in the transit situation, in which the elements of a new postmodern 
world historically coexist with the realities of the modern epoch. Hence we face a radically 
new reality, individually as well as collectively. Change is no longer a mere theory, and it 
is no longer just an option: it is a reality, a “conditio sine qua non” of our survival. Due to 
on-going change and regardless of our acceptance, the world will differ so much in 10 years 
that we will be surprised with our current concerns:

•	 An integrated global economy functioning as a holistic entity will spur deep reframing 
of global governance; 

•	 IT and communications revolution connecting billions of people to rapidly expanding 
volumes of data will evolve into a Meta web that will change social standards and 
human behaviour patterns; 

•	 A completely new balance of political, economic, and military power will shift “centres 
of gravity” from West to East, from North to South, and from nation-states to private 
actors;
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•	 A radically new relationship between the aggregate powers of human civilization and 
the Earth’s ecological systems on which humankind depends will force us to develop 
new patterns of production, trade and consumer standards;

•	 A revolutionary new set of powerful biological, biochemical, genetic, and materials 
science technologies, synthetic biology and human enhancement will advance human 
capacities	to	and	possibly	beyond	the	limits	of	the	traditional	definitions	of	humanity.

The international system is also changing literally in front of our eyes. Numerous changes 
are occurring in the models of social, economic, and political activity, in projections of power 
and authority. The cultural landscape and its relevant “content structures” (democracy, 
liberalism are examples) are changing simultaneously. Human behavioral patterns and their 
matching mechanisms are acquiring new systemic qualities.

Interestingly and importantly, our map of the world is also 
changing, giving us a deeper understanding of the nature of 
quantum shifts in a complex universe combining intertwined 
systems of nature, economics, politics, as well as social and 
cultural domains. However, despite this understanding, the 
world continues to be perceived and analyzed as a “fragmented 
integrality”. But application of fragmented or partial vision, con-
siderations, concepts, knowledge, sciences, methodologies and 
policies inevitably end in “unintended consequences”. There are 
plenty of examples of this, in fact all environmental problems, 
from chemical pollution to global warming, are unintended con-
sequences of technological progress.

Crowning this, or perhaps symptomatic of these shifts, the international situation is 
becom ing more and more complex and worrisome. As a result the challenges of the sys-
temic change management have become more and more sidelined by the multiplying and 
seemingly separated economic, social and geopolitical problems. The crisis in Ukraine, the 
turmoil in the Middle East, the future of the European Union, the political and economic tra-
jectory of China and the growing importance of Africa, and the recent Ebola epidemic have 
downgraded	 the	sustainability	agenda	 into	an	academic	 if	not	a	science	fiction	discussion	
rather than a major global challenge locking the world to the agonizing development path.

To avoid this, the world requires transformational change capable of paving the way to 
the creation of a new developmental paradigm, which enhances access, health and security, 
creates jobs and safeguards the environment. Actualisation of this potential requires a differ-
ent way of thinking about economics. 

“All environmental problems, from chemical pollution to global 
warming, are unintended consequences of technological progress.”

“Policy makers 
need to consider 
the economic sys
tem as a whole, 
link ing areas pre
viously consid
ered unrelated.”
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Rethinking economics means policy makers need to consider the economic system as 
a whole, linking areas previously considered unrelated – such as energy and jobs, water 
and sanitation and healthcare, rural development and security, governance and development. 
Herein lies the biggest change: adopting a truly holistic approach, which not only takes into 
account the interests of short-term growth, but provides the opportunity for sustainable and 
inclusive development.

In searching for new models for economic development, two important issues must be 
distinguished and addressed. First, how to produce more in order to meet increasing demand 
while making less of an impact on resources (often referred to simply as “decoupling”). 

Second – even more fundamental – how to limit the increase in overall demand. The chal-
lenge is immense as currently we are in a completely contradictory situation where the more 
successful we are at promoting growth of the existing model, the greater and quicker will be 
the environmental and social disaster. We need a total reversal of fortunes. Fortunately, many 
good and workable ideas that the technology is ready to deploy are already in the pipeline.

However what is needed to move ahead is nothing less than a revolution in the way 
we use natural resources. Our economy will require a fundamental transformation within a 
genera	tion	–	in	energy,	industry,	agriculture,	fisheries	and	transport	systems,	and	in	producer	
and consumer behaviour.

And the clever euphemisms like ‘green economy’ or ‘shared sustainable growth’ would 
not	help.	If	a	system	is	fundamentally	flawed,	making	it	more	efficient	or	accountable	will	
not resolve the problem. This model locks the world in continuing crisis, social injustice and 
the danger of environmental disaster. What we need today is to decouple economic growth 
from	the	use	of	energy	and	materials;	simply	increasing	resource	efficiency	will	not	take	us	
where we want to be. I am not questioning the objective of increasing energy and resource 
efficiency;	essentially,	we	have	no	choice.	What	has	to	be	questioned,	however,	is	how	pro-
duction and consumption are being organized today.

A lot will depend on the transformation of business models. It’s time to decouple the issue 
of business environmental and social responsibility from the political correctness myths.The 
business of a business is business and regardless of any “ethical mantras” it will not become a 
not-for-profit	activity.	But	the	world	is	changing	and	there	is	a	growing	business	case	for	the	
private	sector	to	become	more	resource	efficient	and	to	support	green	growth.	

And the key role could be played by relevant policies, practices, and models that make 
sustainability	as	strategic	for	business	as	customers	and	profit	are,	and	thus	create	incentives	
for social and environmental transformation of business models.

“If a system is fundamentally flawed, making it more efficient or 
accountable will not resolve the problem.”
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When I joined Green Cross, shortly after its founding in 1993, I knew we had a long 
battle	ahead	to	influence	a	change	in	the	values	of	people,	business	and	government,	to	turn	
sustainability into a development pillar.

This is taking hold but is much slower than needed. A growing number of nations are 
committed	 to	 fighting	 climate	 change.	 Europe	 is	 championing	 green	 energy.	 China	 has	
de-facto recognized its development must be sustainable. The UN adopted the right to water 
as a human right. Oil multinationals, car manufacturers and chemical companies are parad-
ing their environmental credentials. Pollution, climate change and the depletion of natural 
resources have replaced nuclear weapons as the existential threats keeping voters awake. 

There is awareness, and there are many examples of what is needed, thanks to initiatives 
being undertaken by companies, governments and individuals. But this has to be stepped up, 
and governments have to facilitate this expansion with incentives for circular economic and 
business models, green and smart energy and technologies, while stopping to turn the clock 
back on out-dated approaches, like subsidizing fossil fuels.

In fact the modern energy development trends provide interesting opportunities to aggres-
sively engage on this agenda. The primary focus of policy makers has been on the cost of 
delivered electricity. However, broader issues are starting to drive the debate, including local 
and	global	environmental	impact	and	socio-economic	benefits.	

As policy choices across generation technologies address environmental impact, planning 
can take place in a more integrated manner – a much-needed recognition of the energy, water 
and food nexus, which governs the long-term sustainability of economies and quality of life.

Maximising	the	socio-economic	benefits	of	renewable	energy	deployment,	and	job	cre-
ation in particular, relies on a combination of policies that stimulate investment, promote 
education and training, support industrial development and encourage research and innova-
tion. These policies can only be successful if they are stable over time, tailored to country and 
community	specific	conditions	and	supported	by	stakeholders.

Therefore, it is important to encourage adoption of public policies favouring and even 
accelerating renewable energy cost reductions. The technical and economic feasibility of 
renewable energy projects is highly dependent on the markets where they are being deployed. 
Renewable	energy	deployment	can	incur	significant	costs	associated	with	policy,	regulatory	
and	deployment	risks	specific	to	local	markets.	The	governments	and	local	administrations	
must be encouraged to address these risks by ensuring stability and predictability in policies, 
streamlining permitting and grid-connection processes, promoting capacity building to meet 
skills	needs	and	introducing	financial	risk	mitigation	tools.

In addition the grid integration and management of variable renewable energy require 
precision and accuracy. Adequate planning is necessary for the timely development of grid 
infrastructure, investment in smart infrastructure and storage technologies and the formu-
lation of enabling regulatory frameworks. As ideas are easy but execution is hard there is a 
huge implementation gap that is blocking progress. Civil society organisations working in 
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the communities could contribute to closing this “knowing-doing” gap and provide “banka-
ble” solutions at the local level, where large international programs often lack traction. 

Further, the nexus between energy, health, food, education and water presents important 
opportunities for renewable energy. Today over a billion people globally are served with 
un-electrified	health	facilities.	In	2010,	an	estimated	287,000	women	died	of	complications	
from pregnancy and childbirth; many of which could have been averted with minimal light-
ing and appliance operating services (SE4ALL). Modern energy access is also needed to 
refrigerate vaccines and other medicines in rural villages.

However,	the	UN	Food	and	Agriculture	Organisation	estimates	that	by	2025,	1.8	billion	
people will be living in regions stricken with absolute water scarcity, while two-thirds of 
the world population could be under stress conditions. The United Nations Environment 
Programme	(UNEP)	assesses	that,	by	2025,	water	withdrawals	will	increase	by	50	per	cent	
in	developing	countries,	and	18	per	cent	 in	developed	countries.	According	to	UNEP	and	
UN-Habitat,	about	80	per	cent	of	wastewater	from	human	settlements	and	industrial	sources	
is discharged to the environment without treatment. Renewable and decentralized energy 
sources seem to be the only option available for the inevitable growth of energy demand in 
the future.

Similar potential exists in education. More than 50% of the children in developing coun-
tries go to primary schools without access to electricity. A more holistic approach to energy 
access is needed to look beyond households to community-based institutions, including 
healthcare and education. Here the integrated sustainability approach could add value to 
community-based renewable energy transition.

The development of new approaches to manage the imminent socio-economic trans-
formations while respecting the realities of the natural world offers a myriad of positive 
opportunities to generate the new ideas, new policies and new partnerships that are needed 
to mitigate the present crisis by reorienting and restructuring our economies on to a more 
reasonable, sustainable, balanced and inclusive path. But, however important economics and 
technologies may be, achieving the required level of global, systemic change will require true 
political leadership, prophetic vision and courage, as well as a revitalized multilateral govern-
ance	architecture	adequate	to	meeting	the	interconnected	challenges	of	the	21st century.
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“Achieving the required level of global, systemic change will 
require true political leadership, prophetic vision and courage.”
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Abstract
To all appearances the world seems to be floundering without leadership, direction or even 
a clear formulation of goals and processes. Yet, paradoxically, amidst the apparent chaos 
and confusion, evolutionary patterns of advance somehow seem to emerge, universal values 
become ever more prevalent and powerful as deep drivers and determinates, a more than 
conventional wisdom seems to guide situations where conventional wisdom is stymied or 
blinded by dogma and superstition, and susceptible ignorant masses sooner or later choose 
a course that leads to the future rather than back to the past. This progressive movement is 
far from steady and often interspersed with retrograde steps and descends into utter folly 
and vicious violence, but all the same a direction seems to emerge that defies the expecta-
tions of scientific projections and doomsday prophets. Despite our adoration of rationality, 
irrationality prevails even in the halls of knowledge. Bursts of extraordinary creativity follow 
episodes of suicidal stupidity. Humanity’s predilection to self-destruction exists side by side 
with a serendipitous capacity for creativity and coming to our senses just in the nick of 
time to avert calamity. Pessimists decry the negative tendency. Optimists affirm the positive. 
None seem able to discern the pattern or process by which challenges become opportunities 
and imminent disaster is transmuted into progress. A key to deciphering this enigma lies in 
the invisible, yet to be realized potentials of the individual and society. This clumsy, costly, 
painful process is the mark of a still largely unconscious species struggling to discover its 
raison d’être and the secret of conscious evolution. Utopian ideals discredited by a world 
disillusioned by false promises exhibit a remarkable regenerative power to advance toward 
unseen goals. An unrealized vision founded on universal values guides us toward an inevita-
ble destiny we have yet to conceive. Those seed values represent the quintessence of wisdom 
for humanity’s survival, development and future evolution.

Though the two World Wars are long over and the Cold War is also a thing of the past, 
humanity is still troubled by the fact that nuclear weapons remain with us. Nor is there any 
semblance of realistic thinking about global warming or the economic crisis. In the Fall of 
1989, Soviet President Gorbachev and German Chancellor Kohl speculated that it might be 
decades before German reunification could be achieved. Just two days later, the Berlin Wall 
fell and their perception of reality was radically altered. Might our view of future possibilities 
be similarly obscured?

Such instances are not rare in history. In January 1947, wise men in Indian politics won-
dered whether India would ever become free. In March Lord Mountbatten arrived with a 
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mandate to transfer power within fifteen months’ time. On June 3rd he accelerated the timeta-
ble to August 15, 1947, nearly a year earlier than first envisioned.

What do such incidents tell us? They indicate that the world is secretly alive with a 
mission and determined course of action, which neither the actors nor the beneficiaries seem 
to be aware of. Such incidents have taken place in different parts of the world. England 
became alive with a sense of mission in May 1940 when German war planes raided the 
British skies. Hitler expected to win the decisive Battle of Britain within a few months. 
Instead, it was Germany that had to retreat ignominiously. America had a similar experience 
when FDR assumed power in 1933 in the middle of the Great Depression era. Within a few 
weeks he ended the US banking crisis, which had led to the failure of more than 6000 banks 
in the previous three years. 

Humanity does possess a vision and responds with gratitude to its realization. We see a 
leader carefully preparing a speech. Half way through he is inspired to set aside the prepared 
text and speak extemporaneously, setting out a decisive new vision and new course of action. 
When hundreds of thousands of veterans assembled from all over Europe to defeat the French 
revolutionary army, Nature placed the genius of a Napoleon on the other side and radically 
altered the outcome. Establishing democracy against the entrenched powers of monarchy and 
feudalism in Europe required the strength of a dictator. So too, crisis is often a necessary con-
dition for rapid social progress. The impending danger of famine in India was averted by the 
timely awakening of the Indian farmer, who turned a potential disaster into an evolutionary 
opportunity for growth, making the famine-prone country self-sufficient in food production 
within five years. 

The world’s computer experts anticipated a potentially catastrophic Y2K problem at the 
turn of the new millennium. But the event passed away without a single significant incident. 
Global awareness and determined preparedness changed the course. Since the last century 
or more, mankind has been troubled by the specter of rising population. Two hundred years 
ago, Malthus predicted widespread famine in Europe as population growth outstripped food 
production, yet global population has grown seven-fold since then and the expected calam-
ity has been averted. This led to the birth of the science of demography, which functions 
by projections and forecasts. Recently, however, it has been recognized that apart from its 
negative aspects, population has beneficial aspects also. A new vision is emerging that views 
expanding population as an asset rather than as a liability. What was once perceived as a 
burdensome problem is now coming to be perceived as a strength. What appeared to us as 
dangers and inescapable disasters acquire new color as opportunities and potentials when we 

“What appeared to us as dangers and inescapable disasters acquire 
new color as opportunities and potentials when we become more 
conscious.”
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become more conscious. Space and Time that appeared to be absolutes are now viewed as 
relative from the perspective of Relativity Theory. 

The radical changes that have occurred during the post-war years defy imagination. 
Cyberspace has united the world as never before. After centuries of incessant rivalry and 
military confrontation, Europe is striving to forge a model for the peaceful union of states 
similar to that of the USA. Communism has abandoned the illusion of a centralized economy 
and shifted to free enterprise. Mahatma Gandhi’s non-violence that appeared utopian at the 
time, served as the inspiration for the American Civil Rights Movement and the abolition 
of apartheid in South Africa. Women have acquired an awareness of their civil and political 
liberties and are no longer awed by the bondage of marriage. Communists long protested that 
property is a form of theft which should be abolished. Now a number of billionaires around 
the world are disenchanted with the unbridled accumulation of property for their children and 
are actively giving it away for the benefit of humanity. Such incidents are a sharp reminder 
that the world is not a blindly blundering entity. It is moved by a vision and that movement 
has a direction. 

Man gives little thought to the creative capacities of his own mind. The World Academy’s 
past President Harlan Cleveland reminded us about the subtle creative powers of the mind 
with respect to ideas. He made a notable observation that the mind possesses infinite 
creative power that does not get diminished no matter how much knowledge it gives 
away. This illustrates the principle formulated in the Upanishads about the powers of Infinity, 
“Complete minus complete is complete.”

So too, society is a marvel with infinite capacity for accomplishment, but we rarely stop 
to reflect on its remarkable powers. Language is an ingenious social invention that is not gen-
erally appreciated. Philologists have spent their whole lives trying to understand the nuances 
of language. The Danish philologist Otto Jespersen excelled even Dr. Samuel Johnson in 
his study of the English language. Language scholars have stopped short of examining the 
mystic origins of language. To comprehend society we must try to understand the essence of 
all social powers and processes. 

We can acquire mastery only over things we are conscious of. As long as we do not 
understand the fundamental principles on which a phenomenon is based, we are powerless 
to control and harness it. Money is an important instance. It stands as the symbolic power 
of productive human relationships as expressed in trade. Adam Smith closely examined the 
principle of division of labor and brought out marvelously its great powers. He also caught 
a glimpse of the power of money, but refused to delve deeply into the subject and analyze it 
from first principles. It is time that economists examined the very origins and first principles 
of Money. There was a time when priests were alarmed by the invention of the telescope and 
microscope, which they mistook to be instruments of the devil. Today many are alarmed by 
the adverse effects of the way money behaves. Money, not knowledge, is the reigning power 
in the world. Apart from its symbolic nature, it is also a very creative power. 

Over countless millennia, humanity’s close observation of physical Nature revealed the 
secrets of crop production. Agriculture developed when human beings discovered the pro-
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found fertility of the soil. What we call fertility is only another version of creativity. We can 
call it the creativity of the soil. It marked a fundamental step in the process of civilization. A 
greater landmark was humanity’s discovery of the creative powers of trade. Trade creates the 
symbolic power of money, which is the foundation for trust in commercial human relations. 
In medieval England, the goldsmiths became society’s bankers. They discovered the unusual 
capacity of banks to create money out of financial transactions between people. Physical 
labor done on farms and in factories produces products and generates money out of those 
products. Hard-working men were aghast at the sight of bankers sitting at their desks and 
generating money on the spot. The very notion made them feel cheated. Failing to compre-
hend the remarkable power of money to multiply, American President Andrew Jackson felt 
some kind of fraud was being perpetrated and warned the public not to believe in paper notes. 
Most of the outside world sympathized with him. He had the same mentality as those who 
disapproved of the telescope, microscope and the theories of Copernicus. There is no histori-
cal record of similar opposition to language or to printing, though it would be understandable 
had there been one. 

The world has a vision, but this does not negate the fact that humanity has floundered all 
through history. We have survived and moved on in spite of our floundering. Unfortu nately, 
it is aggravated by a perceptible tendency to organize misguided wandering into willful insis-
tence on self-destruction. President Jackson’s economic ‘vision’ is only one instance of a 
recurring trend. Awarding two Nobel Prizes for the development of computerized trading 
algorithms used in destabilizing financial speculation is another. As Time marched on, Jack-
son’s vision was simply brushed aside and the importance given to money kept on increasing 
to the point that it has come to possess its creator. As in the case of technology and nuclear 
weapons, humanity is dominated by its creation. 

Although man continues to flounder, the world in general possesses sufficient vision to 
eventually set on the right course. In spirituality, a decisive visionary moment is known as the 
Hour of God. We may go one step further and call it the Hour. It may even be observed that 
humanity’s insistent floundering over an extended period subconsciously shapes the social 
vision that proves infallible. This has been occurring in all areas of life and the floundering 
and vision oppose one another very much as a play of light and darkness. 

Humanity fought the First World War as the “war to end all wars”. In fact, it became 
a huge cataclysm that brought the world to the brink of disaster. Yet, it led to the birth 
of the League of Nations and was accompanied by a rise in world public opinion against 
warfare. Meanwhile, Hitler prepared Germany for unprecedented aggression, and Britain 
blindly ignored the threat until war once again broke out. Churchill’s attempts to raise an 
alarm in the British Parliament evoked derisive laughter in the government. Prime Minister 
Chamberlain flew to Germany to make lasting peace with Hitler and announced to the world 
that it would be a durable peace. His cabinet endorsed his announcement with full approval. 
Chamberlain rejected proposals for strengthening the armed forces on the grounds that there 
was no money for such expenditure. He went a step further and said that his cabinet would 
sanction money only for programs promoting prosperity. Hitler grossly betrayed the trust 
Chamberlain had reposed in him and launched a blatant war of aggression. The resulting 
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aggression by the Axis Powers was so powerful that most Englishmen believed surrender 
was the only option. The world appeared to flounder in the face of this aggression. But the 
strength of English resistance was grossly underestimated by Hitler, who expected the Battle 
of Britain to end in a German victory within a few months. He failed to understand how 
deeply England cherished its liberty and was determined to preserve it. Having lived for 
nearly a millennium under foreign rulers, Britain valued freedom too much to relinquish it. 
In spite of the vast superiority of German airpower, it was Germany that had to retreat within 
a few months, not the British.

The world values Freedom. Humanity’s march toward freedom may be slow and cir-
cuitous, but it is inexorable. Over many centuries, the world has been organizing itself in 
greater freedom. Freedom is supported by Life. The energy and power generated by freedom 
enabled the descendants of the American settlers to establish hegemony over the world in 
a few centuries, surpassing the power acquired by European civilization over a millennium. 
The French Revolution awoke dazzling hopes of a better future that united broad sections 
of the population with revolutionary idealism, mythical in character, generating new ideas, 
energy and initiative. The world has a vision of its own. It does not honor those who blindly 
grope. In WWII, people who valued freedom were stirred to act, new leadership sprang 
up, the notion of surrender was abandoned, England responded, the world was saved from 
military tyranny, democracy came into its own and began to spread. Forty-six democracies 
were born at the end of the war. Freedom was later extended to over a hundred nations. The 
Second World War was followed by the founding of the UN and then the EU. War eventually 
became unthinkable among European nations that had been engaged in incessant warfare 
for many centuries. The world’s vision is founded on universal values that often appear as 
unrealizable, utopian ideals, but their power to move events is real and their progressive 
realization is inevitable. 

Humanity is conservative by nature and loves to repeat what it has learnt, whether it be 
right or wrong. Man founds a new religion and works hard to spread it all over the world. 
But his innate conservatism asserts itself and he starts governing the organization in a way 
that negates the very ideals of the religion itself. Such atavism is characteristic of the way 
humanity relates to religion, politics and economics. This is an example of floundering which 
destroys the very institutions created to serve a higher purpose. 

The world’s vision expresses itself through such things as the emergence of the Hippy 
movement, calls for social equality, glasnost and perestroika, etc. Whatever may have been 
the result of these movements, one solid achievement has been the spread of freedom. The 
Berlin Wall did fall, liberating East Germans from authoritarian rule and paving the way for 
the spread of democracy in Eastern Europe. Rosa Parks, the African American woman from 

“The world’s vision is founded on universal values that often 
appear as unrealizable, utopian ideals, but their power to move 
events is real and their progressive realization is inevitable.”
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Montgomery, Alabama, who asserted her right to social equality, did live to see the African 
American community acquire a greater measure of civil rights. 

Humanity is creative. It has created more than one civilization. When threatened with 
extinction by an exploding population, society does rise to the occasion and act, as India 
ushered in the Green Revolution to avert famine in the 1960s and as the superpowers finally 
stepped back from the brink of catastrophe to end the Cold War. Greece destroyed itself, 
but was replaced by Rome. The Roman Empire declined but eventually gave rise to the 
Renaissance, Reformation, Enlightenment, and the rise of democratic values. The remarka-
ble invention of agriculture, which formed the basis for the growth of sedentary civilization, 
was followed eventually by the wonders of industrialization and a twelve-fold rise in real 
living standards during the past two centuries. Whatever its pitfalls and dangers, industry 
now rules the world. The modern money-based economy is its direct offshoot. If material 
comforts were alone an index of civilization, then we would have to say that humanity today 
is far more civilized than ever before. 

Now and then the world generates a great burst of expansive, creative energy of one type 
or another and makes a striking advance. Great ideals lie at the root of each such forward 
movement and are the source of its impetus. At the same time we find a recurrent tendency 
for retrogression, an incessant urge to go backwards and undo the gains of progress, such 
as the recent return of power politics and Cold War rhetoric in international relations. The 
misuse of the power of money is playing that role today. Climate change presents imminent 
danger. The danger from nuclear weapons, for long thought remote, reemerges as a real and 
present danger. 

We must strive to precisely discern the nature of our problems in order to overcome 
them. The Great Depression presented a new type of economic problem. The problem was 
no longer a scarcity of supply. An abundance of productive capacity met with a paucity of 
demand because of concentration of wealth and limited distribution of purchasing power. 
Confronting a problem for the first time requires original thinking. FDR solved it by going 
back to the first principles of productive prosperity. Since then the world has experienced 
unprecedented prosperity combining convenience and comfort. 

When Nehru became India’s first Prime Minister after Independence, he wanted to quickly 
achieve the levels of prosperity prevalent in the West, but there was no past precedent from 
which he could borrow for a planned initiative to develop a democratic nation so rapidly. 
The spectacular but partial progress of USSR through dictatorship was not suitable for Indian 
democracy. The problem Nehru faced required an original approach. He sought quick results 
without the necessary knowledge. His efforts reflected a deeper truth. That truth is that man 
accomplishes first and learns only later to understand the process. Such learning comes from 
intuition or insight, not reason. C. Subramaniam, India’s Minister of Food and Agriculture 
then, was a farmer endowed with that knowledge. He applied it to launch India’s Green 
Revolution. His accomplishment was more a result of intuition than rational understanding. 

Another method for accomplishment is to do the right thing, as Churchill did in 1940. It 
saved England and Europe for democracy, while depriving Britain of her wrongfully held 
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overseas possessions. Gorbachev achieved a similar result. The Indian leadership might have 
obtained equally dramatic results had they exhibited the right conviction. The right convic-
tion for India was the complete readiness to rise up in arms to secure independence based 
on self-respect and the legitimacy of self-defense against a dominant aggressor. Had her 
faith been in the force she naturally possessed, she could have avoided the country being 
partitioned and the half century of regional conflict that followed it. Rather than taking a doc-
trinaire position, she would have also been prepared to recognize the threat posed by China’s 
growing military strength, which so shocked her when it attacked in 1962. The Non-Aligned 
Movement that elevated Nehru to global prominence could have raised both Nehru and India 
to the highest stature in international affairs. In spite of this, a permanent seat in the UN 
Security Council was given to India, but offered by Nehru to China with his characteristic 
magnanimity. It turned out to be a very serious mistake that did not serve the purpose. China 
later turned into a hostile aggressor, compelling India to abandon its non-aligned policy. 

The end of the Cold War opened up two new possibilities: the abolition of nuclear 
weapons and making the UN a truly democratic institution by abolishing the veto power of 
the five permanent members of the Security Council. Both these possibilities were missed in 
1991, either due to lack of alertness or lack of proper equipment. The US was the UN’s most 
dominant influence during this period. She achieved that eminence by vigorously champion-
ing the end of colonialism and imperialism, which the UK and other colonial powers long 
resisted. She was also rich and strong. Leadership requires strength, but that strength needs 
to be combined with some type of idealism. The UK and USSR failed to qualify for lead-
ership on that ground, while the U.S. rose to the top. Even her qualification was limited 
by contin ued denial of full civil liberties to African Americans. Her financial assistance to 
European nations through the Marshall Plan was not entirely altruistic. It was conditional 
on their politi cal support, which fostered dependence and subservience. The USSR attained 
superpower status in spite of authoritarian rule, mainly because she rejected aid in favor of 
self-reliance. The US was not intrinsically qualified to champion the abolition of nuclear 
weapons, because many of its leaders believe in the value of these weapons. Moreover, her 
campaigning for abolition of nuclear weapons was vitiated by refusal to abolish the right 
to carry hand guns domestically. America could not resist the urge to drop nuclear bombs 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, nor to lay waste Vietnam by devastating conventional arms. 
One cannot lead a cause based on diametrically opposing attitudes. The abolition of nuclear 
weapons is a vast universal ideal signifying humanity’s shift to the mental plane from the 
physical plane that believes in violence. 

The higher the ideal, the greater the impact of even smaller expressions of it. Mahatma 
Gandhi’s call for Indians to refuse to pay the salt tax shook the British Raj to its very roots. 
The simple refusal of Rosa Parks to move to the back of the bus was enough to engulf the 
US in civil rights protests. If this principle were not true, a single person such as Churchill 
could not have saved the whole world and FDR’s fireside chats with practically-minded 
Americans could not have persuaded them to redeposit their life-time savings into a failing 
banking system. The victory of Napoleon’s army against a much larger coalition of forces at 
Austerlitz is further evidence of this principle. A small significant event can have a hugely 
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disproportionate impact on the world, provided the initiator is totally sincere to the princi-
ple expressed. In Austen’s novel Pride and Prejudice, a small but significant decision of 
Mr.Bennet and acceptance of what was obvious by the heroine Elizabeth proved powerful 
enough to change the course of the story and catapulted the family to heights of wealth and 
status they never envisioned. 

The Communist Manifesto was published in 1848 and Das Capital in 1862. It was widely 
believed that they would lead to a proletarian revolution in England or Germany, the two 
most industrialized nations. To everyone’s surprise, it occurred in Russia instead, where the 
proletariat was miniscule in number. That became possible because the exploitation of the 
working class was most cruel there. By 1900 socialism had won universal admiration. Two 
Socialist Internationals had been conducted and European governments were unnerved by 
the threat of the socialist menace. Working conditions were improved to avoid revolution. 
Such positive efforts did moderate the demands of restive workers. America was a land of 
free enterprise. The younger generation was motivated by a spirit of entrepreneurship, and 
strongly opposed communist dictatorship. FDR felt that the Sears Catalog was a fitting reply 
to the Communist challenge. The salary of US auto workers far exceeded the salaries of 
laborers in Socialist Countries. Americans served the cause of Communism more effectively 
through their capitalist economy than did the socialist economy of USSR. The vision of 
humanity realizes itself in unexpected ways. 

In the Indian epic Ramayana, the hero Rama confronted an adversary who had won a boon 
that gave him half the strength of any enemy who opposed him. The story depicts ancient 
knowledge that we energize the enemy by opposing him, as the USA and USSR energized each 
other to the ridiculous extent of producing 70,000 nuclear weapons through decades of mutu-
ally assured destruction. Martin Luther circumvented this principle by founding a whole new 
religion rather than trying to battle the irrational superstition of the Catholic Church head on. 

One important aim of European science was to replace superstition with rationality and it 
made remarkable progress in doing so. The very word “scientific” has come to be regarded as 
synonymous with rationality and truth devoid of superstition. But superstition survives even 
the rise of modern science and returns in new disguise. It survives in the form of authority, 
tradition and seniority that resist rationality, independence, original thinking, even within 
institutions of science and academia. Over time science has ousted religion and replaced it 
on the throne of social status. The scientist has become the hero, the ideal. All thinking must 
now be ‘scientific’ – a most laudable aim. Unfortunately, in the process, science as a human 
undertaking has come to function on the basis of authority and self-interest, rather than on 
the basis of pure rationality. A former President of an academy of sciences appreciating the 

“Honor human beings in this century of the Individual, respect 
society for its greatness, guarantee people’s fundamental rights, 
and economic crisis will disappear.”
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views spoken by a much younger man, expressed the wish that these ideas be spoken by 
some famous scientist, for only then they would receive the attention they deserve. British 
biologist Rupert Sheldrake conducted innumerable experiments and submitted documentary 
evidence to support his theories. In response, an editor of Nature refused to even examine the 
evidence, because it challenged established theory in the field. As capitalism has adopted the 
methods of communism to combat its opponent, science has unwittingly succumbed to the 
very disease it chose to fight. 

The wider the perspective, the more rational. Rejecting contrary views implies rejecting 
aspects of a greater truth. The current conflict between neoliberalism, Keynesianism and 
ecological economics tends to overlook the fact that all three represent valid aspects of a 
greater truth – freedom for individual initiative, regulation to promote equity and protection 
of the environment are not opposites. Rather, they are all essential aspects of a complete 
formula for sustainable development. Specialization of science has not only led to fragmen-
tation of disciplines, but also to organization of non-facts into valid theories. Employment is 
part of economics and economics is part of society. If economics is studied as an integrated 
dimension of society, not in isolation as a collection of statistics, there will no longer be any 
unemployment. Honor human beings in this century of the Individual, respect society for its 
greatness, guarantee people’s fundamental rights, and economic crisis will disappear. There 
is no virtue in being irrational or superstitious. Science has the value of being rational and 
true. The problems of the world are of self-inflicted blindness, like the six blind men who 
sought to describe the elephant in a bygone era.
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Abstract
To fulfill its mission a human-centered paradigm as envisioned by World Academy of Art & 
Science should combine optimism with pessimism. An essential meta-value is avoiding the 
bad, in addition to achieving “the good”. Realistic assessment of human beings is a must. An 
appropriate phased time horizon of 10 to 80 years should frame the paradigm. Evaluation 
of emerging science and technology with very dangerous potentials, such as those posed by 
synthesizing viruses and radical “human enhancement,” followed perhaps by human cloning 
and deep genetic engineering, is essential. Thinking ahead realistically on alternative futures 
of the human species as a whole and their drivers is a must, giving due weight to dangerous 
propensities as well as virtues of human beings.

Only a small minority of humanity and its political leaders have the understanding essential 
for coping with fateful choices increasingly facing humanity. Inter alia essential is the regu-
lation of dangerous research and technologies enforced by a strict global regime headed by 
a duly constituted circumscribed global authority. An upgraded genre of political leaders 
within redesigned democracy is essential. No human-centered paradigm should ignore such 
requirements.

All this lead to my suggestion to focus the paradigm on the most important and urgent, what 
Dag Hammarskjöld called appropriately “preventing Hell on Earth”.

1. Introductory Note
This essay is a contribution to discourse on a human-centered paradigm, or set of guiding 

principles. It is largely based on my books Avant-Garde Politician: Leaders for a New 
Age (2014) and The Capacity to Govern: A Report to the Club of Rome (2001), which also 
detail most of the sources on which the present paper is based. But this essay focuses on 
“preventing Hell on Earth,” including averting self-destruction of the human species, which 
is at the center of concerns.

2. Realistic Vision
The conceptual framework for a human-centered paradigm, which is being developed by 

WAAS, aims at guiding action directed at assuring, as far as humanly possible, a better future 
for humans and humanity as a whole. Accordingly, it belongs to the category of “realistic 
visions,” in partial contrast to “realistic” in the narrow incremental sense of “the art of the 
possible,” but also in contrast to counter-factual utopian visions.
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To fulfill its action-guiding aims, a realistic vision must meet three main criteria: (1) 
directed at well-considered and explicated values; (2) accepting constraints imposed by 
rigid features of reality; and (3) dealing with clarified time horizons phased according to the 
natural time cycle of the relevant issues.

It seems to me that the WAAS discourse on a human-centered paradigm meets the value 
criterion of advancing “the good” as accepted by the best of contemporary moral discourse 
and global declarations. But it misses an essential meta-value, namely avoiding the bad as 
distinct in many respects from achieving “the good”, despite some logical and operational 
overlaps. Also, most of the discourse ignores very vexing issues of judging what endangers 
the welfare and perhaps existence of humans or enhances them, including emerging tech-
nologies which will be useable both for the better and the worse. Artificial Intelligence (AI 
in short), synthetic biology and human enhancement illustrate such domains of science and 
technology in respect to which salient values are missing or at best underdeveloped. The 
question to what extent and under what conditions novel science-and-technology provided 
processes and tools are likely to advance human welfare or endanger it, and what to do about 
it, remains wide open. 

Also missing is an overriding imperative which guides specific human-serving values and 
helps to establish action agenda. “Preventing Hell on Earth,” with a continuously developing 
scope, is proposed as an overriding imperative, as expounded in this essay.

Moving on to the “realistic” aspect, I have grave doubts on crucial assumptions concern-
ing human beings, as well as unavoidable power structures, which nearly all discourse on a 
human-centered paradigm takes implicitly for granted. These are discussed below.

Furthermore, as far as I understand the publications and declarations dealing with the 
human-centered paradigm, the time horizons dealt with are not clarified. This undermines 
their essential realism by permitting “mental time travel” into undefined futures which are 
far beyond maximum foresight abilities, and thus make the vision, at least in part, more an 
exercise in fantasy than creative but action-oriented contemplation. Therefore, I start my 
substantive discourse by proposing a phased time horizon.

3. Phased Time Horizon
The time horizon which I suggest for the paradigm is between the near future, say ten 

years, and a maximum of about eighty years, divided into phases as fit specific domains under 
consideration.

Publications on expectations for the 20th century written around the end of the 19th century 
were completely wrong. All the more so, outlooks presuming to cover the rest of the 21st 
century are at least very doubtful and most likely largely mistaken, because of the acceler ated 
rate and steeper degree of non-linear and contingent change, and also some phase-jumps, 
adding up to the beginnings of a largely opaque metamorphosis of the human condition. 

Still, an effort, however provisional, to engage in thinking about the future, preferably in 
the form of more or less possible and in part likely “alternative futures” and their drivers, is 
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of critical and perhaps fateful importance, because of emerging dangers in addition to novel 
opportunities that require proactive creative adjustments, most of which have to be radical 
rather than incremental.

Cascading into metamorphosis with habits, institutions and frames of mind largely fixated 
on rear mirrors is very dangerous. But dreaming of a never-never future will not help. There-
fore, I adopt a time horizon long enough to encompass radical transformations foreseeable 
in part as in-between possible and likely (to use multimodal logic terminology), but short 
enough, taking into account the longer life expectancy of humans, not to get lost in too much 
speculations. Thinking and acting in time frames of between about 10 and 80 years probably 
meet more or less these criteria. 

Even within this relatively short time horizon range, presently “inconceivable” events 
and processes are likely, resulting in harsh transition crises. Gearing up for them and for 
using the crises as opportunities for necessary radical innovations which are not feasible 
without reality-undermining events is essential and should be included in all humanity-cen-
tered paradigms. Thus, a mass-killing conflict using mutated viruses may clear the way for 
setting up a strict global security regime.

However, a longer time horizon is a must when we move from a human-centered para-
digm to a human species-centered paradigm. This adds the long-term imperative to prevent 
any action that endangers the very existence of the human species, together with being very 
cautious about human enhancements that may change basic features of the human species.

Emerging technologies are likely to provide tools that may result in the end of humankind 
in one way or another (as studied, inter alia, at the Oxford University Future of Humanity 
Institute), in addition to the continuing possibility of nuclear self-destruction and escalating 
damage to the environment. Therefore, I suggest that these imperatives be added with abso-
lute priority to any human-centered paradigm.

4. Rigid Realities
I have serious doubts about underlying assumptions on human beings on which the pro-

posed WAAS paradigm seems to rely, however un-explicated. As a mood-setter, let me take 
up for a critical look a widely accepted recommendation which illustrates dangerous neglect 
of stubborn facts that should be regarded as rigid, at least within the proposed time horizon.

The idea of a global parliament elected democratically is often discussed as if feasible in 
the foreseeable future. But to demonstrate the illusionary nature of such thinking for at least 
the next 80 years and probably much longer, it is enough to mention the demographic fact 
that a global body elected according to the democratic principle of “one person - one vote” 
would be completely dominated by a few Asian countries. China, India and Indonesia alone 
add up to about 40 percent of humanity! This clearly would not be acceptable to most of 
the global powers, rightly so given present and foreseeable states of being of large parts of 
humanity, in addition to undermining the pluralism of composition in terms of civilizations 
needed in a global parliament.
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Mobilizing massive grass-root support for measures essential for the welfare of humans is 
important and perhaps essential. Both limitations on nuclear weapons and on climate chang-
ing activities have benefitted from bottom-up pressures, however inadequately so. But most 
of the emerging dangers to humans and the species as a whole are very complex, as are the 
required countermeasures. Thus, the potential dangers of AI are hotly debated and what can 
be done about them is far from clear, all the more so as AI can provide enormous benefits for 
humankind. The same is true, mutatis mutandis, for synthetic biology and, most challenging 
of all, for human enhancement.

It is hard to imagine that large parts of humanity will understand the complexities of such 
domains, which tax to the utmost the capacities of the minds of outstanding philosophers, 
scientists and other highly qualified thinkers. Mass petitions and referenda on them cannot 
therefore make sense within the proposed time horizon. This illustrates critical issues on 
which only a very small percentage of humanity can express plausible opinions; and, much 
worse, on which politicians who lack any real understanding of the issues and what is at 
stake, will have to make decisions impacting on the future of generations to come.

Critical for crafting human-centered paradigms are foundational assumptions on human 
beings. In particular, it is very dangerous and perhaps fatal to base a realistic vision on much 
too optimistic views on human beings while ignoring or underrating dangerous propensi-
ties built into them, as revealed throughout history and exposed by many psychological and 
sociological studies.

Without underrating the great importance of altruism, artistic creativity, advances in widely 
accepted humanistic values and other achievements of humanity over its history, which has 
its own ups and downs, let me focus on seven examples of very disturbing cardinal proclivi-
ties of the vast majority of human beings, as individuals, groups, and societies:

1. Human beings have the dangerous propensity to regard it often as their moral duty to 
kill other humans, and also sacrifice their own lives in order to do so. “True believers” 
and fanaticism demonstrating this propensity are an integral part of human history and 
show no sign of disappearing or at least abating.

2. Human beings seek power and superiority, wanting to be the “chosen” and “special,” 
while being envious of others who do so and often hostile towards them.

3. Greed for more of what one or others like is a very strong attribute.

4. Tribalism, in the sense of distinguishing between “us” and “others,” frequently 
accompanied by hostility to different “others”, is widespread.

5. Humans seek leaders, look up to them, and follow them in doing good and often evil.

6. In collectives, mass psychology phenomena take over, many of them full of dangerous 
potentials. Hopes that social networks and other internet collectives will reduce 
collective vices have not been realized, the opposite being just as likely.

7. Even the most “civilized” of groups and societies seek “enemies to blame” and show 
signs of barbarism when put under pressure. The reaction of some of the European 
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countries regarded as the most liberal of all to influx of Moslem immigrants is just a 
relatively small indicator of how thin the veneer of “civilization” often is.

I do not presume to go in this short essay into the deeper layers of such features and 
their causes, as discussed, but not satisfactorily explained, by evolutionary psychology, 
genetics, depth psychology and so on. Most probably they are “animalistic” features built 
into humanity by evolutionary processes, which can also metaphorically be viewed as a kind 
of “original sin”. But one point needs emphasis: efforts to change such basic propensities 
into what is regarded in different periods and places as “better” ones by education have not 
proven themselves. Even totalitarian efforts to produce a “new human being” have failed 
dismally.

It would be too pessimistic to conclude that dangerous human propensities are immu-
table. During about 800 to 200 BCE there occurred in China, India, and the Occident the 
so-called “Axial Age,” which transformed human self-understanding and transcendental 
views in ways still dominating most civilizations. It may be that a Second Axial age is in the 
making, driven by the capacity of humanity to destroy or transform itself, hopefully together 
with future peak value creators, transforming relatively rapid human self-understanding for 
the better, though this is far from assured. But this is too much of a speculation to serve as a 
basis for a new human-centered paradigm.

Alternatively, “human enhancement” by chemicals or genetic engineering, with all its 
dangers, may enable “reengineering” which reduces dangerous human propensities, though 
the risks of doing so are surely very high. But as long as human propensities are as they have 
been throughout the history of the species, and as they surely will be within the proposed time 
horizon and probably for much longer, all proposed paradigms must take them seriously into 
account. This is not done in most human-centered paradigms, which therefore suffer from a 
lot of “wishful thinking” which makes them at least partly into nice utopian fantastic visions 
but not reliable foundations for action.

5. Priority To Preventing Hell On Earth
The considerations above lead to the need for much humility in proposing human-cen-

tered paradigms, which should limit their ambitions and concentrate first on what is most 
important. Accordingly I propose as a top priority for human-centered paradigms what Dag 
Hammarskjöld called “Preventing Hell on Earth.”

Human history is full of examples of “Hell on Earth,” taking the forms of mass slaugh-
ter, slavery, extreme deprivation, forced conversion and also eliminationism. Luckily, as 
mentioned this is only one side of the ledger. Altruism, cultural and scientific-technologi-
cal creativity, rising standards of human development and progress in acceptance of some 
humani tarian values also characterize human development. Therefore there is hope that 
human history may be “progressive” in some sense and will spontaneously produce a better 
world, aided by selective human interventions and, unavoidably, also be very painful transi-
tion crises. But this is far from certain, dismal futures being not less likely.
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Still, one might feel relatively sanguine about the future of humanity were it not for some 
drivers of the future which are very likely to increase Hell on Earth unless counteracted 
with quite stern and in part painful measures. Paradoxically, it seems that despite all their 
enormous blessings it is science and technology which are the likely drivers of more Hell on 
Earth, accompanied by malignant value transformations driven in part by science-and-tech-
nology-caused disruptions and crises.

Let me provide a few illustrations:

• Synthetic biology and soon quantum biology will enable engineering of viruses, 
including mass-killing ones likely to be used by fanatics or to get loose by accident. 
Comparable in results, Autonomous killer robots are likely to become widely available, 
taking in part the forms of drones that easily reach everywhere, enabling targeted 
assassinations and also impersonal mass slaughter.

• AI-equipped robots together with molecular engineering will break contemporary 
employment patterns leaving most of humanity without “work” in contrast to all of 
human history. Even if economic consequences are mitigated by minimum assured 
income and a basic universal personal allowance, the results of mass leisure time are 
unknown. Hopes that it will be used for cultural creativity, or at least harmless virtual 
lives on computers, have no stronger basis than apprehensions that with more time 
to think on the certainty of death humans will seek beliefs providing contents and 
meaning to life, which may well be in part fanatic ones.

• “Human enhancement” may prolong high-quality life expectancy, but may also enable 
production of super-humans devastating all ideas of human equality. Super-warriors 
may increase mass killing. And, should life be synthesized artificially, basic religious 
beliefs and many values based on “human dignity” may be undermined, together with 
other inconceivable moral and immoral consequences.

Even under very optimistic assumptions, serious and in part probably quite catastrophic 
transition crises are probably unavoidable. As shown by historic case studies, such crises 
and their accompanying traumas, disorientations, and “feeling of being lost” and having no 
control over one’s life, tend to produce new value systems, often aggressive ones which 
“seek the guilty.” These, in turn, increase the likelihood of mass-killings using new slaughter 
technologies creating more Hell on Earth.

6. Essential Counter-Measures
Given the growing potential for more Hell on Earth, effective counter-measures are a 

must. They are all the more essential because what may be at stake is not only the welfare 
of humans but the very existence of humanity as a species. Enough to consider the low 
probability but fateful impact of a sect believing that humanity should be eliminated so as 
to let “nature” and “Mother Earth” take over, and of such a sect including an outstanding 
bioengineer synthesizing a virus likely to kill most of humanity, in order to realize that stern 
counter-measures are essential. Less fateful but still disastrous “Hells on Earth”, quite likely 
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to come, can be handled with less extreme measures. But fatal contingencies endangering the 
survival of the human species must not be ignored in any human-centered paradigm.

Let me add an example of a very problematic plausible possibility, though probably 
beyond the proposed time frame: Humanity may develop the capability to “create” a Homo 
superior species, even if long-term consequences are inconceivable and may include elimi-
nation of Homo sapiens in its present forms. This illustrates that, thanks to human ingenuity 
in science and technology, what was considered as impossible may become a real option, but 
an option which human values, institutions and leaders as now constituted, and also most of 
the reforms being proposed, are totally unqualified to consider seriously. 

Returning to my time horizon let me illustrate some essential measures of what I call 
‘humanity-craft’ (in distinction from “statecraft”) for taking care of what is critical for “raison 
d’humanité” (overriding raison d’état) focused on preventing Hell on Earth.

• Limitations on research and technologies that can be used for mass-killing and related 
atrocities, and on the diffusion of their findings and tools.

• Inhibition of “prophets” and other leaders advocating acts producing “Hell on Earth”, 
such as attacks on “non-believers”.

• Restriction of possession of mass-killing instruments and other means of large scale 
violence to global authorities subjected to strict supervision.

• Arbitration and, if necessary, imposed solutions of intractable conflicts which have the 
potential to produce “Hells on Earth.”

• Obligatory transfer payments between countries and a global progressive capital tax to 
help eliminate extreme deprivation worldwide.

• Global surveillance to identify humanity-endangering activities, while otherwise 
preserving privacy.

• Universal obligatory two or three years of “humanity-service” by all 18 to 22 year olds, 
to help and build a global sense of communality.

To be added, as mentioned, is extreme caution on human enhancement, with much more 
attention given to it than in most discourses on a new human-centered paradigm. At the very 
least, and as a preliminary step, strictly enforced global regulation of all human enhancement 
research and activities is essential, together with prohibition of work dealing with explosive 
subjects such as human cloning, till a widely agreed global ethical code on human enhance-
ment can be formulated and strictly enforced, subject to periodic revisions.

7. Enforcement
Such essential measures require imposition of laws, rules, regulations, transfer of re sources 

and surveillance, often on the unwilling. Therefore what is needed is the establishment of a 
circumscribed global power structure able to enforce essential measures, subject to strict 
oversight against misuse.
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Let me emphasize: willing compliance cannot be relied upon. Scientists may agree to 
follow an impressive code of professional ethics, but a few are sure to break it. Countries may 
sign a global covenant to follow agreed humanity craft norms, but some of them are likely 
to secretly seek an advantage by developing powerful mass killing weapons or dangerous 
high-value technologies. Companies may agree not to market risky knowledge and tools, but 
some are sure to seek an extra profit by doing so. Therefore, an effective global enforcement 
regime is essential. 

In the best of cases the essential global enforcement regime will be headed by bodies 
reflecting (but not representing in the democratic sense) main civilizations, continents and 
states, and will enjoy broad grass-root agreement. But, unavoidably, within the postulated 
time horizon only a Global Authority composed of the main powers, headed by China and 
the United States (I put them in alphabetic order) may become feasible – probably as a result 
of substantive but hopefully not too devastating calamities.

With time the Global Authority can and should be based on a coalition of the willing, 
in line with Kant’s Perpetual Peace proposals. And, in a future beyond the proposed time 
horizon, a more representative composition of some organs of the Global Authority should 
be instituted, including some experimentation with novel approaches – such as selecting glo-
bally members of an organ, advisory at the beginning, by lot, so as to reduce the prevalence 
of power-hungry manipulative low-grade politicians. But this is far beyond the proposed 
time horizon. 

Neither obsolete conceptions of sovereignty and equality of states, nor resistance by the 
unwilling, whether states or non-state actors, nor grass-root opposition must be permitted 
to hinder establishment of the required Global Authority as soon as possible, and effective 
action by it. Measured but decisive application of force by the Global Authority, after due 
warning, to enforce main humanity-craft measures globally is essential. Reliance on good 
will, public pressures, bottom-up support and so on, however desirable, is an illusion unless 
backed by overwhelming enforcement.

8. Upgrading Political Leaders
Proposals to reduce the impact of the few on the future of the many are another of the 

delusions accompanying parts of the deliberation on a novel human-centered paradigm. 
Leaving ways to achieve such a transformation of human societies to some unspecified deus 
ex machina adds nothing to the credibility of such ideas.

Unless a quasi-anarchistic form of living together can be designed for the billions of 
humans populating the world, which is very unlikely for Homo superior though perhaps pos-
sible for a hypothetical Homo superior, power hierarchies, with all their dangers, are essential 
for maintaining safety, law, justice and other conditions of civilized existence and for overall 
thriving of large scale civilizations.

Throughout human history, very few persons had much impact on the future of multi-
tudes, in art, science, the economy, war and peace, religions and ideologies, and governance. 
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This is sure to continue, at least within the proposed time horizon and very likely for much 
longer. But a crucial question must be faced: who among the relatively very few shaping 
large parts of the future of the very many have the legitimacy to do so, especially with respect 
to radically innovative and necessarily controversial humanity-craft measures. The answer, 
for better or worse, is “political leaders.” It is political leaders who are the extremely few, 
within the very few who impact most on the future of humans, who, despite all their dangers, 
are crucial for preventing Hell on Earth.

This is not only a stubborn fact. In terms of political philosophy only duly selected 
politi cal leaders have the legitimacy and also duty, within elaborate safeguards, to make the 
humanity-craft critical choices impacting most on the future, including preventing Hell on 
Earth. Their freedom in making decisions is shaped and limited by a variety of social actors. 
But, still, political leaders are the agency having very large and often determinative weight in 
impacting on the future, as far as depending on deliberate human choice.

However if we ask ourselves if political leaders as presently constituted are qualified to 
make such choices wisely the answer is a loud and clear “No!”. With single exceptions, they 
are clearly very underequipped morally and cognitively to do so.

This leads to a far-reaching conclusion: To avoid catastrophes, including much Hell on 
Earth, and to increase the likelihood of pluralistic human thriving, it is absolutely essential 
to assure a much higher level of moral, mental and volitional qualities of political leaders.

Therefore, I find the lack of attention to the fateful importance of politicians and the need 
to upgrade radically their qualities in nearly all discourse on human-centered paradigms not 
only disturbing but very dangerous. No talk and no day dreaming will make politicians less 
important for shaping the future within foreseeable time horizons. On the contrary, because 
of the increasingly critical and also fateful potent of many collective choices, political leaders 
are sure to become more important as future-impacting actors. Ignoring them because much 
of actual politics causes nausea is understandable, but inexcusable. It imperils the future of 
humanity.

This leads to the key question of what can and should be done to significantly upgrade 
salient qualities of political leaders. While my writings include a number of concrete propos-
als, they are inadequate. Available literature, as far as I have checked, includes even less. 
Clearly needed is focused creative thinking on ways and means to upgrade political leaders. 
WAAS and related groups, such as the Club of Rome, should set up a number of “thinking 

“To avoid catastrophes, including much Hell on Earth, and 
to increase the likelihood of pluralistic human thriving, it is 
absolutely essential to assure a much higher level of moral, mental 
and volitional qualities of political leaders.”
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groups”, with carefully selected membership having diverse life experiences, multidiscipli-
nary knowledge and pluralistic creativity, to ponder ways to upgrade the quality of political 
leaders worldwide, in private without premature mass media exposure. At the same time 
all public discourse on human-centered paradigms and related subjects should have on its 
agenda as a central theme the need to radically upgrade the quality of political leaders, so as 
to build up public support for concrete action when good ideas on how to do so and oppor-
tunities to realize them emerge.

To stimulate such endeavor, let me shift gears and conclude with some relevant ideas in 
the form of a Code of Ethics for Political Leaders (excerpted, with some changes, from my 
book on avant-garde politicians).

But, first, let me emphasize that spiritual leaders are not less and often more important, 
though in other ways. They require separate consideration, which is beyond the scope of this 
essay.

9. Code of Ethics for Political Leaders
1. Regard being a political leader as a calling, destiny, mission, and engagement of central 

importance for all of your life and personality. Preventing Hell on Earth and creating 
a better future for humans worldwide are at the core of your extra-ordinary mission, 
together with the ordinary missions of political leaders at your time and place. In 
particular, the extra-ordinary mission makes your political leadership into an exalted 
endeavor of profound significance. It is far better to resign or lose your position than 
betray it.

2. Your missions require outstanding qualities. Their constant development, evaluation, 
and upgrading are an absolute duty of yours. This requires constant soul searching, 
permanent learning and a lot of contemplation, much of which is possible only when 
you are alone.

3. As a political leader, you are constantly exposed to many corruptive influences and 
temptations, mainly stemming from possessing power. All the more so, you must 
engage in constant self-monitoring and self-restrain, however demanding and painful.

4. In all activities relating to your missions do not let personal considerations intrude.

5. Behave in your personal life in ways fitting a political leader in accordance with the 
higher standards of morality accepted in your society, without claiming “privacy” 
rights and personal privileges not necessary for your missions.

“The prime responsibility for being a high-quality political leader 
and developing necessary qualities is yours, not that of your genes 
and environment.”
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6. The strictures above apply also to your family. All of you have to be above suspicion.

7. Your mind is what makes you a political leader. You should focus on it and its 
upgrading so as to acquire and constantly improve its core qualities essential for your 
missions. Remember, the prime responsibility for being a high-quality political leader 
and developing necessary qualities is yours, not that of your genes and environment.

8. Pondering, deciding and acting are at the core of political leadership. Focus on them 
instead of trivia.

9. A critical facet of your mind is your conscience, including your values with special 
attention to raison d’humanité, as adjusted to your concrete circumstances as evolving 
with time, in part as a result of your endeavor. They should operate as a kind of “second 
self” in your mind, what Socrates called his daimon, whom you constantly consult.

10. To acquire and maintain the power essential for your missions you have no choice but 
to behave according to a public interest version of Machiavellianism. But you have to 
keep such behavior to the essential minimum and take great care not to enjoy it.

11. You are a social animal largely shaped by your location in time-space. But you can and 
should strive for maximum autonomy of your mind, as needed for thinking and acting 
as an innovative political leader.

12. You are duty-bound to engage in your missions to the best of your ability and on your 
responsibility. You should take public opinions into account on their merits, but not be 
enslaved by them.

13. Have the courage of your convictions, willingly risking your position and also your life 
if this becomes essential for your missions. “Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise” is 
the principle which should guide you in your mind and behavior when critical issues 
are at stake.

14. If illness or other causes impair your qualities as a political leader, as judged by your 
physicians and spiritual advisors, you have to leave your position, temporarily or 
permanently as the case may be.

15. If for political reasons you cannot implement critical parts of your missions you should 
resign rather than cling to power.

16. Do not let your family, friends, and acquaintances interfere with your missions. Resist 
and reject any emotional pressure they may put on you.

17. Be very careful while selecting knowledgeable and reliable advisors and encourage 
them to remonstrate with you. Seek ideas from creative persons. Consult on difficult 
moral dilemmas carefully chosen spiritual advisors, however called. But insist on 
confidentiality and keep away all engaged in much ego-promotion.

18. Consider carefully the many tragic choices you face, but do decisively what is necessary 
to prevent Hell on Earth and improve the state of humans.
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19. Accept full responsibility for your errors and failures, by feeling and showing shame, 
and making a maximum effort to draw lessons from them.

20. Learn from criticism directed at you, without hostility towards the critics.

21. You should do all you can to influence other political leaders to improve themselves 
constantly and to accept prevention of Hell on Earth and improving the state of being 
of humans worldwide as an extraordinary mission, in addition to their ordinary ones.

22. It is your absolute duty to act against evil politicians and get rid of them.

23. Cultivating political leaders for the future is an important task of yours, both while you 
are in office and afterwards. Remember that you can die or be incapacitated without 
advance notice, so mentoring worthy successors should not be delayed.
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